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taxation can be introduced in this House.
To this I merely draw attention now, and
will subsequently ask for your ruling.

Tun, PRESIDENT: Do that on the third
reading.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LANDS
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

SELECT COMMITTEE's REPORT.

HoN. B. S. HAYNES brought -up the
report of the Select Committee appointed
to inquire into this Bill. Report received,
ordered to be printed, and the second
reading wade an order for 26th Sep-
tember,

OBITUARY-PRESIDENT McKINLEY,
THx MINISTER FOB LANDS moved

that the House at its rising do adjourn
until Tuesday next. Unfortunate circum-
stances had arisefr which had made thie
motion necessary. To-morrow the funeral
of the late Presidenat of the United States
-would take place, and it was our desire to
mark our sympathy with the people of
America; therefore the business of the
House should be adjourned over that
day.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House accordingly adjourned at
two minutes past ten o'clock, until the
next Tuesday.

Legfizlatibzr Wzzcmblp,
Wednesday, 18iA September, 1901.

Question: Lotteries, as to Abolishing Qetion;
Tramway prjected, Binduli - BlullabUllmg,68Con.
structon-Quston Roal Visit, Cost of Refresh-

ment-Queftin 1 ang Timber Ralway, sa to
Purchasing- Question: HLlway iding, Sawyers'
ValLey-Quesion: Railway Station (Perth), Gates
Blocked-Question: Drainage, South-West District

- ordered: Railway Rofhjggtock-Return
ordred Railway Trucks Applied for - Return
Ordered:. Mining Accidents, Particulars-Motion
Agricultural Rank, Particulars of Loans-Hleturn:
South-West Lad Divison, Agricultural Lenses-
Motion: M fechanics' Institutes, etc., Money Grants,

h tappoond; debate (withdrawn] - Loan
Floaston Stteet by the Treasurer-Motion :
Collie-Golflelds Railway, to onstruct (adjourned)
-Motion: Land Saes, Proceeds, how applied
r Aedment pasd)-Papers ordered: Yremantle

ld Custom Rouze, a Transfer-Return ordered:
Railway, Beverley*Albsn Service-Return ordered:
Raiway Passes (tree), ertfeulars- Adjournmkent
(debate].

Tnax SPEAKER took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRUYIEs.

QUESTION-LOflERIES, AS TO
ABOLISHING,

MR. H. DAG-LISH (for Mr. A. E.
Thomas) asked the Premier: i, Whether
lotteries had been abolished in Western
Australia. 2, Whether any exceptions
had. been made during the last three
months.

TEfE PREMIER. replied: i, No. r
No.

QUESTION - TRAMWAY PROJECTED,
BINDULI-BULLABULSING, CON-
STRUCTION,

MR. H. D A GLIS8H (for Mr. A. E.
Thomas) asked the Premier: Whether
permission had been given to any one to
lay rails or spur lines south of the
Eastern Railway, between Binduli and
Blullabulling, and if so to whom, and on
what terms?

Tax PREMIER replied:. No permis-
sion baa been given, but an application
to lay such a tramway has been made
and is now awaiting decision.

QUESTION-ROYAL VISIT, COST OF
REFRESHM~ENTS.

Mn. B A S O N asked the Colonial
Treasurer: r, Whether the Celebrations
Committee had supplied any explanation
of, or information in regard to, the items
of expenditure in connection with refresh-
ments supplied at the King's Park and
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Zoological Gardens, shown in the balance
sheet as having amounted to £628 Ila 6d.
and £9166 158. 4d., or a total of £795
6s. 10d. 2, If not, whether it was his
intention to ask for any such information
or explanation. 3. Whether he was in a

poito to give the House any explana-
tino he items?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER re-
plied: i, No. 2, Yea. 3, No.

QUESTION-CANNING TIMBER RAIL-
WAY, AS TO PURCHASING.

MR. M. H. JACOBY asked the om-
missioner of Railways: Whether the Gov.
erment had received an offer from the
Canning Jarmb Timber Company to sell
their railway from the Midland Junction
to the Canning Mills. 2, If so, what was
the price askedV

THE PREMIER (for the Com-
MISSIONER OF RAILWAYS) replied: x,
No. z, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION - RAILWAY SIDING,
SAWYERS' VALLEY.

MR. M, H. JACOBY asked the Com-
missioner of Railways: When the con-
struction of the new loading siding at
Sawyers' Valley would he put in hand.

THE PREMIER (for theCoMmissronnz
OF RAILWAYs) replied: A survey has been
made, but plans have not yet been
prepared owing to more urgent works.
They will be put in hand as soon as
possible.

QUESTION-RAILWAY STATION
(PERTH), GATES BLOCKED.

MR. M. H. JACOBY asked the Com-
missioner of Railways: i. Whether be
had noticed the blocks which frequently
occurred at the passenger gates at the
Central Station. 2, Whether he proposed
better facilities, notably separate ingress
and egress gates.

THE PREMIER (fortheCoxmissioNEa
OF RAILWAYS) replied: and z, The
question of providing better facilities for
ingress and egress at the Perthi Central
Station is now tinder consideration.

QUESTION- DRAINAGE. SOUTH-WEST
DISTRICT.

Ma. P. STONE asked the Colonial
Treasurer: What amount of money had
been expended by the Government in the

drainage of the South-West District, and
in what electoral districts bad the money
been expended.

Tian COLONIAL TREASURER
replied :-z, £3,869 148. Id. 2, Murray
and Wellington Electoral Districts.

RETURN-RA-ILWAY ROLLING-STOCK.

MR. M. H. JA.OSBY (swan) moved:
That there be laid upon the table of the

House a return showing: s, The number of
new trucks erected and put into service during
August. 2, The estimated number to ha made
available during the current month. 3, The
number now awaiting repairs. 4, The date on
which the latter are expected to be ready for
use again.
The supply of trucks on the section of
line between Midland Junction and Ohid-
low's Well practically meant the liveli-
hood of several hundreds of men, and for
several years past it had been particularly
bad. At a number of stations there were
applications for, be believed, about 60 or
70 trucks, and the Department were only
able to supply between 3O and 40.

Question put and passed.

RETURN-RAILWAY TRUCKS APPLIED
FOR.

On motion by Ma. MW. H. JACOBY',
ordered:

That there be laid upon the table of the
Rouse a return showing: i, The number of
trucks applied for by consignors at Green-
mount, Smith's Mill, Mahogany Creek, Mum-
darng , Sawyers' Valley, Lion Mill, Parkerville,
and C hidlow's Well, respectively, during the
week ending the 14th instant, 2, The number
supplied, respectively.

RETURN-MINING ACCIDENTS.
Mn. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas)

moved:
That a return be laid on the table of the

House showing: a, The number of mining
accident cases brought before the Supreme
Court of Western Australia during the last
three years. 2, The verdict in each case-
3, Where damnages, have been awarded, the
amonunt Of same. 4.. The names of the
solicitors appearing for the plaintiffs.

THE PREMIER: Why did the hon.
member want the return ?

MR. A. E. THOMAS: During the last
two or three years there had been a
number of trivial cases before the Supreme
Court of Western Australia on account
of accidents in mines. There were two
cases against his own company which
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necessitated bringing a large number of
witnesses from Norseman and Esperane
dawn to Perth. In some cases they
were delayed here a fortnight or three
weeks, and they were away from their
work four weeks. In one case the
Judge, in summing up, characterised.
the action as most trivial, and told
the barrister appearing for the plain-
tiff that after the evidence that had
been aodduced, he ought to have con-
sented to a verdict without bothering to
address the jury. it was believed by
many persons on the fields that unfortu-
nately there were solicitors in Western
Australia who had taken up cases specu-
latively. The information asked for
could be obtained in another way, by
searching the files; but he would rather
have a return laid on the table of the
House, as that would have authority
behind it.

Tm PREMIER (Hon. G. Leak):
The motion would not be opposed by
him, and why he asked the hon. member
to explain it was because it struck him as
being somewhat unusual, seeing that, as
the hon. member said, the information
might be obtained by a seairch in the
Supreme Court; and he could not see
that the motion was of any particular
public interest, or that there was any
question which should be brought before
Parliament which Parliament might be
called on to deal with.

MR. Tnouis: It was a matter of
interest to evenv mini~ng company.

THE PREMIER : One wanted to
appeal to members not to ask for
unnecessary returns. All these returns
caused a great deal of trouble and delay
and waste of time in the office concerned.

MR. MONGER: Most of these motions
camne from the Government aide of the
House.

THE PREMIER: That did not justify
them, but only showed the impartiality
of the Government in dealing with
matters of this kind. He was sure the
member for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) was
not actuated by anything but the best
motives. He would obtain the necessary
information, but so far as he knew, the
cases were not trivial, judging from the
results, because the complaints were, so
far as he heard them, that there were too
many verdicts given to the plaintiffs. It
was not that the cases were trivial and

were dismissed, and the defendants put to
unnecessary expense, or that the actions
were speculative. He deprecated specu-
lative actions in any shape or form, but
if the hon. member desired subsequently
to bring a matter of importance before
the House, one would get the return.
He, however, asked members to hesitate
before putting officials to an unnecessary
amount of trouble, unless the information
was really wanted in order that it might
be followed up.

MR. THOMAS: The information was
wanted for the purpose.

TRE PREMIER: If the motion were
carried the return would be given.

MR. F. W. MOORHEAD (Murchi-
son) : The motion was a frivolous one,
based on an entire ignorance of the
state of the case. Not five per cent, of
the mining cases brought into the Supreme
Court of Western Australia, had resulted
in favour of thedefendantcompanies. The
hon. member, who happened to be con-
nected with several mines, had been in
the fortunate position of being successful
in theonly two cases brought against them.
The Mines Regulation Act distinctly
stated that where an accident occurred,
the fact should be prima fadie evidence
of neglect on the part of the mine owner;
and the result of that provision was that
when a innr was injured in an accident,
he had only to say he had been in-
jured in a certain mine, and the onus
then lay on the owner to prove that the
accident was not caused by the owner's
negligence. When a miner was injured
in an accident,'in most cases he might
not be sufficiently conscious te know at
the time how the accident. really hap-
pened; therefore the onus lay on the
mine owner to prove that the accident
was not brought about by his neglect.
No good could result from a production
of this return, and the time of the House
ought not to be occupied in discussing
it.

ME. THOMAS (in reply): Since the
motion was opposed by the member for
North Murchison, and to some extent by
the Premier also, he would not press the
matter farther. He had moved for the
return because he and many mining men
were firmly of opinion that there were in
Western Australia some solicitors who
were not fit for the position, and did not
command the respect of their fellow
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members. It was for that reason he had
asked that the mnes of the solicitors for
th~e plaintiffs in those cases should be
given in a public return. After what
had been said, he asked leave to with-
draw the motion, and would seek for the
information elsewhere. He might bring
the matter before the House on a future
occasion.

Question (that leave be given to with-
draw) put, and negatived.

Motion put and passed.

MOTION-AGRICULTURAL BANK,
PARTICULARS OF LOANS.

MR. STONE (Greenough) moved:
That a return be haid upon the table of the

Housse, showing: i, The total amount of
money placed at the disposal of the Agricul-
tural Bank up to the present time. 2, The
total amount of money lent by the Agrieul-
tural Bank. 3, The total amount now in hand.
4, The total amount of bad debts to date. 5,
The names of the various electoral districts in
which money has been lent, showing the
amount lent in each of the said districts.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The
Government did not desire to oppose the
motion; but, as he had already informed
the hon. member, the information had
been previously laid on the table of the
House.

Question put and passed.

RETURN - SOUTH-WEST LAND DIVI-
SION, AGRICULTURAL LEASES.

On motion b'y Mr. NANsoN (Murchi-
son), ordered: That a return be laid
upon the table of the House, showing the
names of all holders of grazing leases in
the South-West land division of the State,
the area held by each of such holders, and
the magisterial district in which each of
such holdings is situated.

MOTION - MECHANICS' INSTITUTES,
ETC., MONEY GRANTS, HOW APPOR-
TIONED.
MR. FRANK WILSON (Perth)

moved:
That, in the opinion of this House, the vote

for Mechanics' Institutes, Working Men's
Associations, and Art Societies be divided en
the basis of los. for each £1l privately con-
tributed, with a minimum grant of £25 and a
maximum of £2250 for any one such society.
He said: I want to state at the outset
that this motion refers to the annual
subsidy given at the will of the Colonial

Treasurer to these different societies. The
motion has no connection with sums of
money granted by the Minister for Works
for the erection or maintenance of build-
ings for the different institutions in this
class; although I believe that is a matter
which the Minister for Works proposes to
deal with himself later, and I think he
intends also to place contributions under
that head on a footing similar to that I
am proposing in this motion in relation
to the annual grants. The object of those
grants is to assist the current revenue of
the institutions, which in most cases
expend their money in connection with
the supply of books and literature of every
description useful to the members of those
institutions, and in encouraging the
education of those who wish to become
instructed in the works which are provided
for their use. The idea has been sug-
gested to me more particularly in connec-
tion with the Swan River Mechanics'
Institute in Perth, which has done a
great work in its day, a good and useful
work. It has been privately supported
ever since its inception. Members of the
executive committee of that institution
feel that the time has arrived for some
recognition at the hands of the Govern-
ment, as in all institutions of a similar
kind in other parts of the State.

THE Co1,oNA TREASURER: They haod
,22000 a little while ago.

MR. WILSON: That was a special
grant for building. I want to lay down
the principle in this motion that those
who help themselves should be assisted,
that the Government ought to assist
institutions that are helping themselves;
and the executive committee do not
appeal on behalf of the individuals who
comprise that institute, but they appeal
in a general way for the general public
weal. They are doing public work, and
they expect to have public support. It
is much better, I maintain, and I think
hon. members will agree with me, that
State contributions to institutes of this
kind should be on some fixed basis, and
not dependent on the sweet will of amy
Minister who happens to be in power.
( Several MEmBERs: Hear, hear.] I lay
that down as a broad principle, and I do
not think any arguments which can be
adduced will make me alter my opinion,
or indeed convince a majority of the
House. It seems to me that the system
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we bare had in the past is a bad one.
Wherever an institute existed, no matter
whether its members were contributing
or not, all that it was necessary to do was
to go cap-in-band to the Minister tor the
time being and ask for a grant; and then
from £25 upwards was granted, accord-
Ingt h mood of the Minister at the
time= a approached. That ought to
be stopped; and it is with the object of
stopping it I am bringing this motion
forward, so that an Uxpression of opinion
mnay be obtained from the House, which
expression of opinion I hope will be in
favour of the motion I have tabled, and
will, I trust, have dlue effect on the
Colonial Treasurer in expending the vote
which I believe the House will pass on
the Estimates for grants towards these
institutes. The argument has been
advanced that the effect of the motion
will be detrimental to small institutes in
the country districts having no revenue
at all. To obviate that I have fixed, as
will be seen, a minimum grant. I am
not wedded to £225 as a minimum: I
have put that amount there simply to
assure a grant to these institutions which
are practically without revenue-£215, or
£10, or £25 ; I care not. Moreover, if
in the opinion of the Colonial Treasurer
it is advisable to strike out this minimum
grant, I am quite agreeable to do so.
On the other hand, it will be noticed
that I have also put in a maximum
grant to any one establishment of
£250. Tb is is to obviate an excessive
grant being made to institutes such as tbe
Mechanics' Institute in Perth. That
institute would receive an excessive grant
if the motion were passed without this
maximum stipulation. During the past
year the Perth Mechanics' Institute had
a, revenue of £666. If the motion were
carried without the maximum, the grant
in aid of that institute would amount to
£823. It is thought that in the interests
of the revenue of the State a6 maximtum
should be fixed, so that the total of
grants to be made may be brought within
the amount which has been voted by the
House in years past. The total amount
paid last year by way of grants to various
institutes was something like X1,373. If
the principle I ame trying to impress on
the House were adopted, the 59 ihistitutes
in existence at present, the members of
which subscribed last year a total of

£2,233; and which received outside dona-
tions to the extent of £145, or a total of
£22,878; would receive a subsidy of 10s.
in the A, with a maximum grant of £250
to any single institute. Deducting the
income of the Swan River Mechanics'
Institute, the only one affected by the
maximum restriction, the amount on
which the subsidy of 10s. in the.£ would
be paid is £1,709. The amount of the
subsidy would therefore be £854, plus
the maximum grant of £2250 to the Perth
Institute, or a total of £1,104. So that,
as the House will see at once, by putting
this matter on a fixed basis we shall not
only' do away with the loss of time in
having deputations continually waiting
on the Minister to ask for grants, and the
loss of time to the Minister in receiving
these deputations, but we shall also con-
siderably reduce the amount actually
expended from what has been expended
hitherto. Theme would be, in fact, a
saving of £270 on the amount which was
expended last year. One great point
made by the Colonial Treasurer against
the principle of these fixed subsidies was
that institutes receiving fixed subsidies
from the Government should throw
open one or more of their reading
rooms for public use. It was argued
that no Government subsidies were given
in the other States unless the reading
room was absolutely free to the public to
use at any time during the hours the
institute was open. I have had informa-
tion given to me on this subject, and I
propose to give it in turn to the House.
It does not agree with that statement of
the Colonial Treasurer. The systems in
vogue in the Eastern States are briefly as
follow. In New South Wales the Gov-
ernment grants 10s. in the pound on the
amount of members' subscriptions and
donations: there is no limit, and there is
no proviso for free reading rooms. The
Government of Queensland grants 10s. in
the pound on the amount of subscriptions
and donations: there is no minimum, but
a maximum of £9250, and there is no
proviso for a free reading room. In
South Australia the subsidies granted by
the Government are based also on the
amount of members' subscriptions and
contributions, but the grant varies. I
presume that there is a fixed sum placed
on the estimates, and that this sum is
then divided pro rata, according to the



1000 Institutes; [ASSEMBLY.] Money Grants.

amount of subscriptions. Last year the
grant slightly exceeded 169. in the pound.
No free public reading room is stipulated
for.

MR. DIAMOND: I do not think that is
correct.

Mu. WILSON: The hem. member is
open to contradict me and prove I am
wrong; but I am making the statement
on good authority. I may be wrong, but
I doubt it very much. My informant
also states that the subsidy in South
Australia. is expected to amount to almost
pound for pound thin year. In New
Zealand the Government pays great
attention to the proper maintenance of
institutions of this description. 'They
are supported by members' subscriptions.
which are fixed sums rising from 10s. to
a guinea per annum, and by a. municipal
rate of Id. or Id. in the pound. That
rate is evidently imposed by the councils of
the various towns. As regards Victoria
and Tasmania, I regret to say I have not
sufficient data to give exact details
of the systems adopted in those two
States. I believe, however, in Victoria a
subsidy is granted. This is the only
State in which there is a stipulation tha~t
the reading room shall be. free to the
public. I think it does obtain in Victoria
that one condition of the subsidy being
granted is that there shall be a free read-
ing room which the public may use at
their will. As I said before, I have
little information with regard to Tas-
mania; but institutions of this kind are
in existence in that State, and I know
that a subsidy to some extent is granted
on the amount of contributions, though
what the amount of that subsidy is I am
not in a position to state to-night. It
has been impressed on us that we should
have free reading rooms in connection
with all institutions to which the Govern-
ment grant subsidies. I consider that
objectionaible in many ways. At Albany,
for instance, the opening of a free
reading room in connection with the
Mechanics' Institute has resulted in great
abuses; and it has been fbund necessary
to close the reading room. Characters
not desirable, by any means, were in the
habit of using the reading room, and the
property of the institute was damaged. In
many ways the free reading room became
an absolute nuisance, so much so that the
result was to close the room altogether.

I do not think restrictions in respect of
the granting of subsidies should be
imposed: they are not necessary. The
institutes I have referred to are doing
very good work, and the subscriptions in
the case of these institutions which levy
contributions are so moderate-I think it
is the custom throughout the State that
some subscription shall bu paid for the
use of the reading room-so moderate as
to be well within the reach of almost
any citizen. The itading room of the
Perth Mechanics' Institute is used by a
large uumber of citizesIJ, uot only by
citizens of the male sex, but also by the
ladies of Perth; and I think the House
will see at once that if the institute
were obliged to open its room for the
general use of the public, the chances
are that it would lose a considerable
number of subscribers. It stands to
reason that those who wish for an
absolutely free library should take
advantage of the Government institution
in the Museum building, and that those
who wish to be members of an institute
of this description, which levies contri-
butions, desire to use the reading rooms
without having to come into contact with
undesirable persons. That, briefly, is the
position, and I think that as the House
has year after year and time -after time
adopted the principle of subsidising these
institutions, no special pleading on my
pax in their favour is required. The
principle is granted; but I think the
House will agree with me that the best
plan to deal with the matter is to have it
on a fixed basis, so that those who con-
tribute to the institutes have an assured

suppr from the Government in carrying
out the good work they are engaged in.
Without farther commenmt I have pleasure
in moving the motion which I read to the
House.

Mu. F. RElID (Mt. Burges): I second
the motion, which I certainly approve of.
The priniciple of granting assistance to
the various mecbanics' institutes and
working men's associations in this State
generally, and more especially on the
goldfields, is a good one. At the same
time, however, I should like to see the
member for Perth (Mr. Wilson) amend
his motion so as to make it retrospective,
and for this reason: there are corn-
mnunities, more especially on the gold-
fields, which have established and main-
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taned. mechanics' institutes of their own
without receiving any assistance at all
from the Government uip to the present
time. I know of one place in particular,
where the residents have erected a,
mechanics' institute and maintained it as
such at a. cost of £2350. These people are
very desirous now of obtaining sonmc
assistance from the Government towards
the completion of their building. If this
motion be carried as it reads, it will be
impossible for these people to obtain
assistance from the Government on the
basis of the amount they have already
spent. I know also of working men's
associations which have collected money
for the purpose of erecting buildings of
their own without any assistance from
the Government. I think it would be but
an act of common justice that these
people should receive consideration, and
therefore the motion should be made
retrospective.

MR. R. D. HUTCHINSON (Gerald-
ton):- I do not intend to vote for the
motion, which reads "1on the basis of 10s.
for each £1 privately contributed,"

Mn. HopjKINs:- What is the meaning
of " privately contributed."

MR. H-TTCHINSON: That is what I
want to know.

Mn. WILS3OW: It means members'
subscriptions and donations.

MR. HUTCHINSON; The motion does
not say that, and in a matter of this kind
we have no right to take things on trustL

MR. WILSON: Amend the motion,
then.

Mn. HUTOHINSON: An institute
may have an income from rent, members'
subscriptions, and other sources. If the
grant is to be on the basis of 10s. to one
pound, it should be on the whole of the
income, apart of course from previous
grants. To mymind,we might easily make
a. mistake in granting the subsidy on the
basis suggested by the hon. member for
Perth (Mr. F. Wilson). For instance, if
we take the maximum at £250, if not at
the present time, probably in a few years,
Perth, Fremnantle, and the larger centres
outside the metropolitan districts would
probably mop up the whole of the vote
that would be available. I understand
that last year the vote was £1,300. Will
any member Say it was fair for the Swan
River Mechanics Institute to get £2560 in
the face of the fact that in the city of

Perth there is a, public library free to
anyone who wishes to use itP If there
is one thing more than another for which
the cbuntrv districts should receive some
sort of consideration over the metropolis,
it is in the way of assisting them with
regard. to mechanics' institutes and obtain-
ing reading matter for these institutes.
It is all very well to say, "1 We akeIC Up
so much in Perth: we do this and we do
the other." In many ways the inhabi-
tants of Perth have facilities that out-
siders can never look for. This is one of the
votes which, I think, mighit very easily
be abused on the 10Os. in the X or £ for
£ principle. The hon. member says they
had a free library at Albany, and that it
was so abused they had to shut it up. I
do not think that it is so much the fault
of the people attending the reading room
as of those responsible for looking after
it. The free library up our way has
been the opposite of that detailed by the
member for Perth. We find that
although the reading public, who come
from the Murchison as well as those
belonging to the town, have free access to
every book and newspaper in the institute,
we have had no complaint that would
induce us to alter the conditions under
which the institution is being run. I
sincerely hope the Rouse will not agree to
the motion in its present form, and will
very carefully consider before they agree
to it in any form. It would give to the
residents in the large centres an undue
advantage over those in the outside por-
tions of thle State.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. Thliugworth> Of course it would
be a pleasure to me if the Treasurer were
in a position to give grants to these
mechanics' institutes. Everybody knows
they are valuable institutions, aud that it
is most desirable to assist all educational
institutions as much as we possibly can.
But we have to consider the practical
phase of things. In the first place, I
may inform members that there is not
the slightest chance of any votes being
on the E stimates for mechanics' institutes.

MR. F. WILSON: Then the motion will
do no harml.

Tas COLONIAL TREASURER: And
then consider what the Government have
done. This kind of thing must come to
an end some day. The principal activity
in this motion is by the Swan River

Instilidew: [18 SEPTEURER, 1901.)



1002 Institutes; [ASSEMBLY.] Money Grants.

Mechanics' Institute. That institution
has obtained from the Government one
of the moat valuable corners in the city
of Perth, free in the first instance, and
it has had quite a number of contributions.
Not long ago, the committee got.£2,000 at
once to help them in their building. They
have now erected a magnificent pile o f
buildings which does them credit; and
having obtained first the land which
enabled them to borrow with greater
facility, and obtained assistance from the
Government of large amounts, they now
ask the Government to contribute to the
extent of one half the rents they get from
the buildings which they have erected.
That is not confined really to the Swan
River Mechanics' Institute. We go into
the country and find the same thing. In
the first place, the Government are asked
for a grant of land and then to help to
pay for a building, Then they are asked
for a farther sum of money towards the
upkeep of the building. If these build-

ings were for the public utility, they
might perhaps have a stronger ground
for appealing to the Colonial Treasurer.
But what is the fact? rhe mechanics'
institutes, especially the one feeling
strongest on this subject, is a close cor-
poration, no one being allowed to go into
it except members. The donations that
are sought are simply to reduce the sub-
scriptions of members to this mechanics'
institute. If it could be shown that
these institutes are doing a public good,
they would have a direct claim upon the
State for the good they do; but surely it
cannot be argued that those institutes
which have their doors closed to the
public and have not even a newspaper
room open to the public have any special
claim; yet, notwithstanding that, they
have been recognised by the State. They
have received gifts of land and a consider-
able amount of assistance, and, if the
funds of the country permitted it, we
should be glad to give them that assist-
ance still. Of course, if there is no money
on the Estimates, no harm will be done;
but supposing the Government could see
their way clear to put X1,000 on the
Estimates, I ask would it be fair and
reasonable that a quarter of that should
go to the Swan River Mechanics' Insti-
tuteF

Ma. WasoN : They would not get it
on that basis.

Tis COLONIAL TREASURER: On
this basis which the hon. member
proposes they would get it. If we were
to begin by a system of giving £25 to all
mechanics' institutes outside the Swan
River Mechanics' Institute, probably that
institute would not get any; but that is
not the proposal of the hon. member.
The hon. member proposes that we make
a contribution of a certain sum of money,
and that institutes shall get 10s. for
every pound they contribute. I suggest
to members that mechanics' institutes
strong enough to raise large amounts of
subscriptions are just thle ones that ought
not to want any assistance in the future,
and that those districts which have not
yet been able to establish mechanics'
institutes or miners' institutes, or agri-
cultural halls, are those that the Govern-
ment should assist as far as possible.
You go out into the bush and you find
places where there is no building in which
the people can gather; neither for church
service, for poiia setings, nor a
ball, dance, oantigof that kind.
They have no place at all in which
to assemnble, and we can reasonably
say that people living under those
circumstances may have a claim upon
the State for some little assistance
to make their lives a little bit easier. The
members of the Swan River Mechanics'
Institute are within easy reach of the

b est publicslibrary in the State, and they
foma clos corporation where there is

not even a room in which a, stranger can
read a newspaper; whereas there are in
some places hundreds and sometimes
thousands of people who have no town
hall, institute, church, or anything in
which they can gather. You have a
reasonable claim to put before the
Government for assistance from State
funds to aid districts like those; but in
regard to close corporations, I cannot for
the life of me see on what grounds they
should be assisted from a fund of this
kind. If the motion were carried, the
greater portion of any vote which the
Government could put upon the Esti-
mates would go to a few of those institu-
tions in Perth and Fremantle and two or
three of the larger towns. Even if all
the other States were against us on this
question, we should be right in refusing
to assist a close corporation. We hate
no right to take the funds of the State to
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assist a close corporation. In reference
to Victoria, where the authorities demand
that a room shall be open to the public,
the hon. member made a very strange
remark. He said that some of these
institutions had been damaged and prac-
tically injue to such an extent that
they could not remain open because of
some improper persons who went to
them. What is to prevent some impro-
per person from going into our own
Public Library? The door is open, and
no man is prohibited fr-om entering
that library. If that institution can be
kept open to the public with all those
valuable works, surely the Swan River
Mechanics' Institute and others may keep
their doors open, too.

MR. WILSON: They cannot keep a
staff, if they have no Government funds.

THE CO LONIA.L T REASURER:
That is not the point at issue. Here we
have an institute that is conducted as
well as any institute can be, and its doors
are open to the public; and what is the
use of saving it is necessary to have a
close corporation to protect the property
of certain persons who are better able to
pay for it than the Government are able
to do at the present moment. If the Gov-
ernment can see their way clear to vote
sums of money to helping institutions of
this character, they should spend them
upon the most necessary works, and in
the districts which need them most.

A MEMBER: Money was promised to
the Mechanics' Institute two years ago,
and it has not yet been received.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I
can point to districts where there are 500
or 600 working men, and there is no
building of any kind which they can
enter for any public recreation: they have
to go to the street. And I assert that if
there is any money to spend, people like
these deserve it. If we have to give
£2250 to an institute like the Swan River
Mechanics' Institute, where shall we beF
Such institutes would absorb pretty well
all the vote if we were compellred to give
10s. in the £ to all institutes in the
country; institutes already founded, that
hold valuable property, the gift of the
State, let it be remembered. The prop-
erty of these institutes in the first
instance came out of th'State coffers.
These institutes have obtained land from
the State and assistance to erect their

buildings. Surely this spoon-feeding
should stop somewvhere, and an institu-
tion that is able to come to this House
and show its rent-roll of £600 should not,
I think, ask for any farther assistance.
But, anyhow, I hope the House will see
that only a limited amount of money can
possibly be expended in this direction;
and it seems to me that the proper course
is to leave the expending of this amount
in the hands of the Ministry, to apportion
the money in such a way as will assist
the most needy districts, where it will do
the most good; also that those corpora-
tions, especially the close corporations
which have resources, should rely on
that which they now have.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: Are you going to
give them some money?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I
would like to give them money, and
give them even more than they have had
in the past, for I believe these istitutions,
generally are doing good work; but it is
a question whether the Government will
have money available for expenditure in
this direction. If even £910,000 could be
put on the Estimates for this purpose
to-morrow, I say' that the mode of ex-
pending it, as proposed in the motion,
would nothe fair; andaithough I have the
fullest sympathy with mechanics' insti-
tutes, I think this mode of granting
contributions is not the wisest way of
distributing public funds,

MR. R. HASTIE (Kanowna): Since
the discussion started, we have had two
estimates as to the amount which would
be necessary to carry out the intention
of this motion. The mnover has calculated
that X1,150 would be sufficient, sand the
Colonial Treasurer has declared that we
might consider £1,000 necessary for the
purpose. From my acquaintance with
these institutes, I think that if the
amount available is to be distributed in
anything like the wording of the motion,
X3,000 or £4,000 will not be found
enough for the purpose, mainly for the
reason that I see nothing to limit the
amount of money that would be stated as
having been collected from private
sources, and on which amount the
Government grant would have to be based.
Although I would like to see a system of
subsidising inaugurated here, yet we
can have no confidence in the amount
which would be claimed its due under this
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system of subsidy. The Government
would contribute largely in aid of these
institutions, and therefore should audit
the books, because at the present time
the system is to make statements to some
Government department, and the state-
ments are not inquired into. In many
instances, I2 believe the statements so
made are not alwayvs accurate, and I am
sure they would be less accurate if a
subsidy were known to depend entirely
on the amount stated by the several
institutions as having been privately
contributed. There are various institu-
Lions in this country assisted out of this
grant, and in regard to them I was not
aware that working men's associations
are subsidised for this purpose. It may
be that in some instances where there is a
reading-room the working men's institute
is subsidised for that purpose, hut not the
institute itself. 'The mover appears to
mean that all the reading-rooms should
be assisted. I would suggest to him that
the motion should be made more explicit
as to the subsidy to be paid on. members'
subscriptions and on donations; and for
this reason, that if we subdivide the
mechanics' institutes or reading-rooins
into various sections, we shall find firstly
there are those which have land or build-
ings from which considerable income is
drawn; secondly, that there are other
instituitions which derive no revenue what-
ever from the l-and they hold; thirdly,
there is a, class of institutes open to the
public, but some of these confine their
benefits entirely to subscribing members.
Therefore it will be impossible to decide
on what basis we should pay a subsidy in
accordance with this motion. We have
to roeenber, too, that the manner
in which these institutions are dealt
with at present is extremely unsatis-
factory. 'The mover has instanced.
the institute at Albany, where some
people have received a large amount of
public money and have apparently
diverted it to purposes that were not in-
tended when the grants were made, and
finall 'y the institute has. been closed up.
That is not the only instance of the kind
in this country. In many communities,
hundreds if not thousands of pounds
have been provided for founding public
institutions of this character, but in many
instances the money has been diverted to
other purposes.

Mat. HuTcanrsoze: At Geraidton, the
people provided the money.

'M& RASflE:- I am glad to hear that
is so. The member for Hannans (Mr
Reside) will tell the House bow one of
the largest communities in the country
set about getting up a miners' institute.
The people subscribed X700, and having
built a, house they furnished it. Then
they thought that, as people in other
places got assistance from the Govern-
ment for institutes of that kind, they
would try to get some help; so they sent
an application to the Government, and
after considerable trouble they were
offered a donation of £210: I believe that
sum bas been since increased to £230.
This instance shows that the present

slystem is very unsatisfactory, and 1 wish
the mover, or the Minister in charge of
this department, would inaigurato some
better scheme for assisting these institutes
throughout the country. The motion will
need to be considerably amended before
passing it, and I hope the House will
refuse to pass it in its present formn.

Ma. A. Y'. HASSELJL (Plantagenet):
Reference having been made to the in-
stitute at Albany, I may explain that the
fault there is that we have not sufficient
funds to keep a caretaker, so that the
reading-room may be open to the public.
We tried that plan for some time, and
found that parties, particularly those
who came off ships in the harbour,
went into the room and carried. off
newspapers and magazines; so we had
to give up that system. I think the
method of distributing the grant amongst
these institutes has worked well in the
past, and very few complaints have been
made. As we trust the Ministers to
administer large sums, so I think we
should have sufficient confidence in them
to allow them to administer this small
sum.

Mn. J. M. HOPKINS (Boulder):- I
cannot support the motion. The question
involved in it is surrounded with more
difficulties than the motion will over-
come; and if it were passed, it would
make confusion worse confounded. The
mover has told us that his ambition in
moving the motion is to help those who
help themnselles. No doubt that is a
commendable thing, and particularly in
reference to the institute he referred to.
The Colonial Treasurer stated that grants
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*of pulcmoney have been lavished on
instiue in the, past which have not so
much as kept a free reading-room open
to the public; and I think that system
had better stop. I understand it is the
intention of the Colonial Treasurer to
increase the annual subsidy to munici-
palities from 109. in the pound to pound
for pound. Is that right?

Tnn COLONIAL TREASURER: If I Can,
I will.

MR. HOPKINS: It would be well for
the reading-rooms, the mechanics' insti-
tutes, and the miners' institutes to be
controlled under one Bill, instead of
their being under municipal control in
some cases, and under private trustees in
other cases. I do not think it is wise to
place such a magnificent property as that
we see in the maina street of Perth (Swan
River Mechanics' Institute) to be managed
by persons who are not bound by Act of
Parliament. The same thing applies to
the institute at Boulder, of which I am
one of the trustees. If some institutes
now under municipal control are being
mismanaged, I hope the ratepayers will
see, at the next annual elections, that
these mistakes are rectified. The Boulder
institute was originally under the man-
agement of the municipal counicil, and
subsequently it was placed in the hands
of trustees, two of whom are more or less
dead-in fact, I believe the majority are
-- and I, as one of those trustees, want to
get rid of my trusteeship, but my name
being on the deed of trust and that deed
being mortgaged, I cannot get out of it.

MR. W. J. GEORGEH: There is no per-
sonal responsibility, I presume ?

Ma. J. M. HOPKINS: Well, the
security is & long way more than the
liability. The value of the land which
the Government gave us has been created
by the people resident in the town, and
we have not to thank the Government
for that increase of value, which is really
due to the presence of our enterprising
population. The member for North
Murchison tivr. Moorhead) said he had
a promise two years ago of a grant for the
erection of a mechanics' institute in his
constituency, but that the grant has not
been obtained. I remember a politician
once addressing his constituents and
saying. " When I was addressing you
here two years ago I promised you so and
so, did I notT' Some elector said.

" Yes." "1Then," said the politician, " I
promise you that again." In like manner
I have no doubt the Colonial Treaurer
here will repeat that promise which was
given to the member for North Murchison
two years ago. Trustees are a ppointed,
not for a specific term but for life; and
it would be well to place all those institu-
dions under one system, to be comprised
in an Act of Parliament. if it is good
enough to give £500 to any institute or
board of trustees to spend on buildings
for public purposes, it ought to be good
enough for the Government to see, by a
proper system of audit, that the money
granted is properly expended. I must
oppose this motion, for the simple
reason that I believe the question is
surrounded with so mani' difficulties that
this Motiou, if passed, will have no effect
at all.

MR. T. HAY WA RD (Bunbury): The
hon. member (Mr. Hopkins) has just
recommended that these iustitutions
should be placed under municipal con-
trol. I may say that in the town I
represent such a step has just been taken.
The building and library have just been
handed over to the municipal council,
which will in future run the whole thing.
I move as an amendment:

That the wors-d "only those institutions
which provide a public free reading room " be
inserted between the words "1contributed"
and " with."
I may mention that one of the terms of
the agreement on which the Bunbury
institution has been handed over to the
municipal council is that a reading room
for the free use of the public shall be
provided.

POINT OP ORDlER.
MR. DonrnTn: On a point of order, is

this a motion dealing with money?
THE SPEARER: Yes. My attention

has just been called to it. I think the
motion is scarcely in order, on that
account.

MR. WILSON: May I point out that
the motion deals only with the distri-
bution of money, and not with money
itself ? It does not of necessity say that
there shall be a vote.

THE PREMIE: The passing of the
motion would rather commit the House.

MR. WILSON: The motion only says
that if the House vote a, sum of money,
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that sum of money shall be distributed
in this way. That is all.

THE OLONIAL TREASURER: I submit
that if this vote be passed, the Treasury
will be bound to supply subsidies to the
institutions referred to.

DEBATE RESUMED.

Tns PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake): I
do not want to take the objection that
this motion is out of order, unless it is
absolutely necessary for me to do it; but
perhaps the member for Perth (Mr.
Wilson) will be satisfied, now that he
has got am expression of opinion on the
point, not to press the motion. If it be
pressed I Shall certainly vote against it,
because I conceive that, as it is worded,
the House or the Government would be
committed to the expenditure. It will be
noticed that the last words of the motion
practically say that there shall be a
mnimnum grant of £925 and a maximum
Of £250-

MR. WILSON: Strike that out.
THE PREMIER: In aid of societies of

the kind mentioned. The passing of the
motion as it stands would, I submit, really
commit the House and the Government to
expenditure. Consequently, the motion
is out of order. In criticising the obser-
vations of the mover, I must say that his
view of the words " privately contributed "
is not one that commends itself to me.
As I understand it, in the case of the
Swan River Mechanics' Institute, which
was instanced, advatntage could be taken
of the rental income to demand a subsidy
based on that as well as on the subscrip-
tions of members. Thus that institution
would have a great and unfair advantage
over those smaller and struggling country
institutions which, I take it, we desire to
assist. It is not the wealthy institutions
we desire to support: we want, if possible,
to give aid to institutes away in the
country, where there is a lack of al1 those
literary advantages to be found in large
centres. In Perth there is a free Public
Library, and thus there is no need to
subsidise a second institution such a
the Swan River Mechanics' Institute.
[Several MEnnEs: Hear, bear.] If we
find we can afford to give encourage-
ment to institutions in the outlying
districts, I am prepared to support that.
It is a very difficult matter, however, to
give practical effect to such a motion

as this, unless we have an overflowing
Treasury chest. Although we have been
looking for one during the last six months,
we cannot find it.

MR. W. J. GEORGE: What, can't
you ?

MR. DOHERTY: I thoughtyou " struck
oil " yesterday.

THE PREMIER: That is only loan
money, and not a perma~nent improve-
ment. I ask the hon. member not to
press this motion any farther. He may
rely on it that if we have the means of
assisting these institutions, we shall do
so; but, as the Treasurer has pointed
out, there is very little hope of much
assistance during the current year. Let
me remind hon. members, too, that the
practice has been for the Government
first~ of all to give the land for the
purposes, of these institutions; then the
Government are asked to put up the
buildings, then to buy books, and then to
maintain the institutions, which it seems
to me are, in fact, more Government
institutions than anything else. Very
little support for them is forthcoming
from the public; and perhaps it is not
difficult to understand the reason of this,
for they are really meant to be tree
institutions. I take it that it is alto-
gether foreign to thoir objects to shut out
the public unless on payment of a
subscription. I consider it altogether
wrong to ask, for instance, that the
Perth Mechanics' Institute should be
subsidised, when we actually find that
there is no free public reading-room
where the mechanics of Perth who want
to read may go and read without the
payment of a fee. I know that some
years ago, the reading-room in the old
Mechanics' Institute was open to the
public: pole could go in just as they
liked and rea the local and foreign papers
ad so forth. It is true that the library
was always subject to a subscription;
and that perhaps is fair, because the
library involves heavy expe nse. I trust
that in the circumstances, the hon. mem-
ber will withdraw his motion andi be
satisfied with having aired and brought
before the House his views on the subject.
It really seems to me that the motion, if
pressed, would not be carried. Certainly,
if it be pressed, I must and shall take
advantage of the Standing Orders, and,
in the first instance at any rate, ask you,



Intiuts.[18 SarreniR 1901.] Collie to Goldfields. 1007

Mr. Speaker, to say whether the motion
is in order or not.

Mn. WILSON: I cannot agree with
the Premier's contention that the passing
of this motion will commit the (overn-
meat to any expenditure.

THE PREMIER:- The Speaker says so.
MR. WILSON: I am arguing that the

motion does not commit the Government
to expenditure, because it simply states
tihat the vote, if there be any vote, shall
be divided in certain proportions. If
there be no vote there is no money to be
divided, and consequently no expenditure.
The Colonial Treasurer acknowledged that
in his speech.

]POINTS OP ORDER.

THE MINISTER POR WORS: Mr,
Speaker, on a farther point of order,
I rise to ask whether it is in order that a
point of order should be discussed or
debated. An appeal was made by the
Premier for your ruling.

THE SPEAKE -n: I do not think the
Premier asked for my ruling.

THE PREMIER :'No, sir; I did not at
the moment, because I wished to leave
it to the lion, member to say whether he
would press the motion or withdraw it.
I thought, when the hon. member rose
just now, that perhaps he was about to
withdraw it.

Mn. WILSON: I am Speaking to the
amendment.

THE SPEAKER: 1 think it would be
better if the hion. member withdrew the
motion. He has brought the matter
before the House and there has been
amaple. discussion on it. If I have to give
a ruling, it will probably be that the
motion is out of order.

MR. WILSON: Of course, in the face
of that intimation or that hint, sir. I
cannot very well proceed with the motion;
but perhaps you will allow me to say,
before sitting down, that I simply wish to
affrm the principle that votes of this
description should not be left for distri-
bution at the indiscriminate pleasure of
any-ainister. That is all 1 wish to affirm
by the motion. As you have practically
ruled, sir, that the motion is out of order,
I beg leave to withdraw it.

THE SPEAKER: If the hon. member
withdraw the motion, he can bring it
forward by another motion in a modified
form.

Nit. WILSON: I shall give notice of
motion for another date.

THE SPEAKER: Will the member for
Bunbury withdraw his amendmentF

Mn. HAYWARD: Certainly.
Amendment, by leave, withdrawnt.
Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

LOAN FLOTATION.
STATEMENT 13Y THE TREASURER.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. Illingworth): Before the next
order is proceeded with, I should like to
announce that I have this morning
received a cable from the Agent General,
reading as follows -

Issue of fresh loan met with complete
success, £6,WO,OOO having been subscribed.
list closed last night instead of to-morrow.

Several MEamnEas: What is the price P
THE COLONIAL TREASURER: The

loan was issued at 91, at S per cent.
MR. W. J1. GEORGE:' Oh, I suppose it

is all underwritten 1
THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I

hope hon. members will be thankful for
this small mercy.

Several MEMBERaS: Hear, hear.

MOTION-C OLLIE-GOLUFIELDS RAIL-
WAY, TO (CONSTRUCT.

MR. J. EWING (South-West Mining
District) moved:

That, i the opinion of this House, the con-
struction of tbe Collie - Goldields Railway
would be for the benefit and advancement of
this Stats; and that, in view of its importance,
steps be taken for its construction with the
least possible deity.
He said: It is particularly opportune
that the Colonial Treasurer should have
read the cablegramn announcing the suc-
cessful flotation of our loan just at the
moment whben 1 rose to move this import-
ant motion, inasmuch as the message
demonstrates that the credit of Western
Australia is very good. There is great
hope for myself, and for any other hon.
member with projects of great importance
to bring before the House, in the know-
ledge that if the project be a good one, the
money to carry it out will be forthcoming.
In moving this motion, I am simply exer-
cising the right that every member has
to bring before the House matters that
are, in his opinion, for the advancement
and the good of the State. I do not wish
to farther the interests of this particular

Inatitutee.
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railway line by comparison with any other
line, or with any other matter that may be
of great importance iu the minds of hon.
members. I recognise that at times such
as these, when the finances of the state
are not too flourishing, it is absolutely
necessary flat any motion which means
a large expenditure of money should have
in it every element of success, and that
the outcome should be the settling of the
people upon the soil and the bringing of
population to this State, thereby reducing
the national indebtedness of the State;
and, farthermore, the undertaking should
be a success from its inception. I take
it that if I can prove these particular
things in a fair straightforward manner,
and convince the House, then I have a
fair chance of the motion being agreed
to. If I cannot do so, I shaill be satisfied
to take defeat in a way that will be
deserved, because I shall not have been
justified in taking up the time of the
House if I am not in a posil ion to prove
what I consider to be a, matter of great
importance. One of the objects, or the
object, for which this particular line
should be built, in my opinion, is the
opening up of our coalfields, which
simply means placing thousands and
thousands of people in and around the
district of Collie. Tt farther means the
opening up of good virgin agricultural
land in the State, and that means the
settlement of a. large number of people
on the soil. It mteans a. supply of timber
ne~cessary for the proper working of the
mines at a. less rate to the gold miner
than that charged to-day; and, lastly, it
is to place at the disposal of the gold-
fields and gold-mining companies a fuel
which is all they require, a good service-
a ble fuel at a reasonable price, and at a,
time when, in the opinion of experts, the
best experts I may say -

Mn. HASTIE:. Who are they?
MR. EWING: When in the opinion

of experts the fuel supply is greatly
diminishing.

MR. HASTIE: Who are they P
MR. EWING: I recognise in moving

this motion it-will be necessary to prove
we have in the Collie coalfields practically
an inexhaustible supply of coal, other-
wise the construction of this line would
not be justified. The area of the Collie
calfield basin is 30.000 acres, and it has
all been proved to be coal-bearing, carry-

ig an aggregate thickness of coal over
the whole area of 20 feet. I do not wish
members to imagine for a, moment I say
there is one seam of 20 feet for the whole
30,000 acres. What I say i -s, that over
the 30,000 acres there are seams aggre-
gating 20 feet. The lowest thickness of
any particular seam is six feet, which is,
in the opinion of coal-mining experts, a
good workable seam; therefore I say
that working on the old established basis,
and one which I do not think will be
refuted or contradicted in this House,
that one foot of coal means a thousand
tons of coal to the acre, every acre
according to my argument means 20,000
tons of coal. I have already stated that
we have 30,000 acres proved, and in my
opinion that is the whole basin of the
coaield. It will at once suggest itself
to members that we have waiting for the
pick of the miner at Collie no less than
600 million tons of coal. The figures mar
seem stupendous, but I am prepared to
prove them in every possible way. To
any member who does not take my word
for it I can show seotiBns and plans that
will justify the statement I have made.

Ma. 3. MI. HoPInfs: Will you show
them the coal P

Mit, EWIjNG: Yes; of course. I
know that it is a very unfortunate thiua
that in the olden days coal did not exist
to a good extent in what they had in the
Museum. Unfortunately they had one
foot of coal and about six feet of wood. I
have the result of bores recently taken in
the south-eastern. portion of the field, and
therefore I am in a position to say this
amount of coal is there. That means we
have an asset in Western Australia of no
less than X300,000,000, because 10s. per
ton is an extremely low estimate to take,
when considering what amount of money
is going to be placed in the hands of
people through the production of this
particular article. It is very unfortunate
indeed that in the early days of the
development of the Collie coalfields we
had a great misfortune, and that misfor-
tune, which was the outcome of ignorance,
is simply to be traced to the fact that
men wanting in experience hadl taken
this particular matter in hand. Unfor-
tunately the Collie coal then produced
was placed in the market and a. great
amount of prejudice was thereby created.
But passing that particular time, I will
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state the first genuine work done on the
Collie coalfields was when the late Mr.
Deakin took over the Wallend Colliery,
in November, 1898. From that time th
field has been on the up-grade, and I am
happy to say that to-day the prejudice
which previously existed has been entirely
dispelled, and the coal is now known to
be quite equal to all the requirements
of this State. The different coieries
working in this State tip to 30th June,
1900, produced 280,000 tons of coal. I
think that is a very fair thing for a new
place. There is no doubt that at the
present time they are producing some-
thing like 12,000 tons of coal per month,
and I am satisfied the trade exists. The
people in Perth are crying out for the
coal, and thle railway wants coal. I am
certain the output could be doubled quite
easily, but for the unfortunate trouble
regarding the rolling-stock. The want of
rolling-stock is crippling this as well as
many other industries in the State.

A MEMBER: Has crippled it.
MR. EWING : We will get over that

difficulty. I may state for the informa-
tion of members, that two large companies
have been recently formed with a large
amount of capital at their disposal, and
in a short tim~e they will be taking up the
south-eastern portion of this field : that
will mean we shall have two more col-
lieries at work. The capital, I believe, is
ready, and, as far as my information goes,
the Government intend to run a line
four or five miles out to open up the
fields. No doubt that will commend
itself to members. I will point out that
when these two particular collieries start
to work, it will be absolutely impossible
to take the coal away from the fields.
You cannot take more than a thousand
tons of coal a day over tire present rail-
way line. What does that mean? If
the avenues of this coal are not properly
opened up to the markets where it can be
sold, it simply means that these people
will not put that capital in, and the State
will lose that amount; and there is no
doubt that this in itself would greatly
retard not only the Collie coalfields, but
other industries. There is another very
important feature in connection with this
matter. I a~m speaking more especially
to members of the House, and not par-
ticularly to the Government. I hope for
their suipport, but I am not quite sure

that I have it. I do not know I am
saying anything I should not say.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: Oh, no.
Go on.

A MEMBER: You make a mistake.
MRt. EWING: If I have not made a

mistake, I congratulate myself. A great
deal of capital has in times past been
made out of the inferiority of the coal.
As I said in my opening remarks, there
was in the early days an inferiority, and
to-day there is an inferiority in regard to
this coal as compared with coal like
the Newcastle coal, which is one of the
first coals of the age. I am prepared to
admit there is a difference of about 15 or
or perhaps 20 per cent, in the value
of the coal. I admit it may be
analysed to that extent, but I will not
admit, and I do not think those who have
any experience will admit, there is any
practical diffei-ence between thle Collie coal
and the Newcastle coal, if the coal is
properly handled and worked. To show
the wonderful strides this coal has made,
I may tell members that in the early
days, to my own knowledge-and I have
lived in the Collie for four or five years-
it was for 12 or 18 months impossible to
get any engine-driver to admit that this
coal could be used, and that was the case
even after the Wallseud Colliery started
operations; whereas now we find the Rail-
way Department using the coal, thanlks to
the Commissioner who was in power at
the time. The Commissioner said it must
be used; they found out how to use it,
and we find that 75 per cent. of the coal
used for traction power of this State is
Collie coal. From the authority of the
Mechanical Engineer, to-day I am satis-
fied that a great deal more coal would be

Iused if it were possible to get it, but
owing to the stumbling-block of rolling-
stock it cannot be obtained. Last week
they took something like 2,500 tons of
coal, and they could have taken 8,000
tons. I trust the day is not far distant
when nothing else but Collie coal will be
used in this State, and that must be as
much the desire of hon. members as of
myself. I am speaking, of course, as the
member for the district, but I trust that
at all times when a matter affecting an
important industry of the State is under
consideration I shall speak as warmiy as
I do on this subject. Every member
must wish, and the Government must
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wish, that the day is not far distanwhen not an ounce of coal will be used
other than which can be produced in the
State itself.I

SBVERA-L MEMBERS: Hear, hear.
Mn. EWING: I do not profess to be

an agricultural expert, and there are many
members who are far more competent to
speak on this subject thau I am, but I
simply say for the information of the
House that for 12 or 18 months I have
been in favour of this line, and long
before I had any aspirations to come
into this House I could see the thing,
but I did not think it was so deserving
of the best wishes of the whole of the
State until I travelled over the agricul-
tural country. Shortly after my election
the member for Bunbury (Mr. T. Hay-
ward) accompanied me, and we went
through the country; and although
coming from the district of Illawarra,
which is supposed to be the garden of
New South Wales, I say this country
land would compare favourably with my
native district of fiawarra. When I say
that, I pay that country a great com-
pliment, and I am satisfied that this line,
if it is built, will be a great boon not
only to those who are in the old settled
portions of the State, but it will also
open out thousands and thousands of
acres that are waiting for population
which this railway will bring. Around
the old centres of Narrogin, Williams,
Arthur, and Wagin we find most beauti-
ful farms, and it is only because there is
not a possibility of the settlers getting
their produce to market at a reasonable
rate that it does not pay people to take up
land. Hon. members who know the dis-
trict will bear me out in saying that on
the eastern portion of the Great Southern
Railwayv there exists some of the best
wheat-growing land in this State, and
that the country there is suitable for
pastoral purposes and for close settle-
ment. Before I made the trip. I was
satisfied from what I had learned as to
the construction of this railway being
justifiable; and having seen what I have
seen during that trip, I am ten times
more satisfied that the railway is justi-
fiable. I say that if it were only for the
purpose of opening up the country and
settling people on the land, thereby bring-
ing people to the State and helping in the
development of the country, the railway

would be justified, even if not an ounce
of coal were sent over it; but when we
consider that the Collie coal traffic in
itself will make this railway pay, then
how much more is it justifiable! The
member for York (Mr. Monger), who
now interjects, was the first man who
brought thiswork before Parliament; and
I am glad to say that his action in doing
so has been recognised by the people
interested in it, and they have thanked
him for it. With regard to the agri-
cultural phase of the question, hon.
members know that the Salvation Army
have secured some 20,000 acres of land,
sand I regret to say it is the poorest land
in the State. It was wrongly classed as
first-class land, instead of being, as I
think it is, only third-class. Seeing that
this mistake has been made, I hope the
Government or this House will see the
advisability, after having evidence of what
those people are doing in working that
land, to alter the conditions so as to make
them more favourable. Those people
have turned what I consider a desert
into an oasis. Referring again to my
trip, I say that after leaving that plaue
and for the first 30 miles from it the
country is poor, but for the next
80 miles beyond, and as far down
as the Canning, the laid is of an
ordinary character, and much of it is
not occupied at present. Considering
that we have the member for Boulder
and other representatives of the gold-
fields singing out for cheap fruit and
cheap vegetables, I say we have along the
proposed line of this railway-as I hope
some members will show before the debate
is closed-land suitable for settlement
and likely to attract people from the gold-
fields to occupy and work it, thereby
providing produce for the goldfields and
securing a means of carrying it readily
and cheaply to market. I have no doubt
that, knowing this will be the case by
opening up the land, and believing that
many gold-mining people will ultimately
settle on land, I say they need not go far
to find suitable land, and that if they
seek it along the line of this proposed
railway they will find land suitable for
settlement, say, for 100 miles south of
Southern Cross and Hoorabbin. Being
thus close to the goldields as a market,
miners who want to settle on laud can
take up this country and wake money by
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growing fruit and other produce cheaply,
thereby benefiting themselves and the
goldfields population generatlly. Then
there is the timber traffic to be reckoned
on. We all know a great number of
timber mills are at work in the south-
west portion of tbis State, and some of us
know those mills are sending from
stations east of Southern Cross and
Boorabbin timber at a cost in freight
of £220,000 per annum to the gold-
fields. When this line is built, the
proprietors of these mills will save
in distance 100 to 120 miles, thereby
reducing the cost of freight; and this
reduction in cost will enable them to sell
timber at a price which will be a, benefit
to people on the goldfields, and especially
to those interested in working the low-
grade ores. By sending along this line
they will save at least 100 miles in dis-
tance and a proportionate amount in
cost; so that members may calculate
what the difference will he, and the bene-
fit to the different parts of the goldields
in receiving timber at a lower cost than
at present. Another point in favour of
this railway is that it will not pre-
j udicially affect, in a material degree, any
existing line of railway, but it will act as a
feeder to the main goldfields railway, and
will take only a small amount of traffic
off that line; and as it is the intention of
the Government to duplicate the gold-
fields main line of railway, that will be a.
fresh argument in favour of constructing
this feeder. Even if coal from the Collie
were landed at East Perth, it could not be
taken over the goldffields line at present
without congesting the traffic; therefore
it is necessary that this line should be
constructed as a feeder to the -main line.
On its own merits, I am satisfied that
this line will make its own traffic. One
particular phase of the question to which
I have given careful thought--and 1 amn
conscious that we should be careful when
quoting figures in a matter of this kind-
is that we all readily give credit to the
immense amount of good which has
resulted to the country from the develop-
ment of the goldfields; and while we give
credit to the people of the goldfields for
the energy and enterprise they have
shown, yet in order to ensure the economi-
cal and certain working of the mines at
a profit, it is necessary they shall have a
cheap and ample supply of fuel. I main-

tam that it is through the building of
this feeder that the goldfields can obtain
an ample supply of fuel at a cheap rate.
I have every member with me, I believe,
in desiring that no Newcastle coal should
be takien to the goldfields while we have
at the Collie a national asset which only
requires developing. I take that propo-
sition to he admitted without argru-
ment.

Mit. A. E. THOMA&S: If you could sell
your coal cheaper, nobody would use the
other coal.

MR. EWING: If we candoitheaper,
let us develop our own industries. I sny
we can in some way protect this coal so
as to develop this important industry in
our State. I believe in free-trade to a
certain extent, but I will not carry it so
far as to injure or keep back the develop-
nient of new industries in this country ;
and I hope members will agree with me
that we should not expect a new industry
in this State to compete agadist New-
castle, where the mines have the largest
and best machinery procurable in the
world. Just as you must allow a
child time to grow before it can attain
the strength1 of manhood, so you
should assist these industries to grow,
and you should not do anything to retard
their development. We have first to con-
sider how long the present supply of
wood available on the goldields cana be
depended on; next we hiave to consider
the present price of fuel on the fields;
and thirdly we have to compare the prices
of wood and coal as fuel delivered on the
fields. Take, for instance, Hanns belt
and Kalgoorlie. This large auriferous
district is accounted to be the most suc-
cessful portion of the great goldfields in
this State, though I hope and believe we
shall in the near future bave several Kal-
goorlies. But taking that district as it
is, and assuming there may be other
districts requiring fuel, I say these
considerations only make it the more
necessary that this railway should be
undertaken. There are around Kalgoorlie
40 or 60 mines at work, and I ant count-
ig only those that are making what may

be called a fair profit and are likely to be
permanent. These mines are using 8,000
tons of firewood per week.

A MnXnnn: Who told you ?
'MR. EWING: I make that statement

after careful calculation, and the hon.

0"ollie to Gold)Ulds.-
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member who interjected can make his
own statement afterwards.

A Mnnnn:: Rot!
TnE PREmina: You were referring to

wood as fuel, I presume,
MR. EWING- Yes. Those mines,

require 416,000 tons of firewood per
annum to keep them going. That is only
for the mines, for the treatment of refrac-
tory ores; but we have also to reckon the
fuel required for other purposes, and
taking the private consutmers in and
around that centre, they require some-
thing like 250,000 tons of firewood per
annum. These figures make a total of
666,000 tons of firewood used per annum
on Hannans belt and Kalgoorlie. The
price paid at present is 15s. per ton, and
the firewood is brought from distances of
eight to 30 miles. I maintain that in
order to keep up this supply, and assumn-
ing there is to be no increase in the
demand, it will be necessary in the near
future to carry the local lines (timber
railways) to greater distances so as to
get sufficient wood to supply the mines
and the population there. The area
from which this supply is drawn is about
450,000 acres, and the amount of wood
to be taken off this area is about three
tons per acre. Mr. Kelso, who has
reported on this matter for the Mines
Department, estimates the average to be
five tons per acre. I have made careful
inquiry around Kalgoorlie and ether
parts of the goldfields, and I have not
fouhd a man of experience, directly
interested in this trade, who is willing to
allow that the land will yield more than
three tons of firewood to the acre, as an
average.

Mn, A. E. TifoMA: Ten tons to the
acre, in some places.

MR. EWING: I base my calculation,
therefore, on three tons per acre rather
than on five tons, and I believe it will be
found that I -am over-estimating even at
three tons.

At 6-30, the SPEAKER left the Chair.

At 7-S0, Obair resumed.

MR. EWING (continuing) : Before
the adjournment I was saying that there
was within sight and around Ralgoorlie
and the Hannans belt, available for the
mines using timber for fuel, 1,350,000

tons of firewood. I stated in the early
part of my remarks that the yearly con-
sumption of the jaines is 666,000 tons of
wood. Thus it is clearly seen that within
a reasonable distance of Kalgoorlie and
Hannans belt there is barely, a two
years', supply of wood.

SEVERAL MrmirEns: No, no.
MR. OATs: What do you call a reason-

able distance?
AIR. EWING: From 18 to 80 miles.
MR. OA.TS: Do you make that state-

ment, 30 miles ?
Mn. EWING: I say that in and

around Kalgoorlie there is barely a two
years' supply of wood fuel. The demand
is ever increasing, and we hope it will
continue to increase as the mines go
ahead. Therefore it is problematical
whether there is even a two years' supply.
Proceeding to what are known a the
northern goldfields, we come to such
places as Broad Arrow, Menzies, Mt.
Malcolm, Ljeonora, Murrin Murrin, Mt.
Morgans, and so forth. These constitute
the northern goldflelds of the State:
and in this area I believe there are many
large and important mines which, having
been proved to be permanent, constitute
a very great factor in Support Of the pro-
ject I am advocating, I believe in the
permanency of these gold mines. The
statistics I am putting before the House
in connection with the northern gold-
fields are not, perhaps, quite so reliable
as those which I have given in con-
nection with Kalgoorlie and the Hannans
belt. But the latter statistics I am
prepared to stand by absolutely. As
regards the northern mines, my endea-
vour will be not to over-state but rather
to under-state the case. I feel the posi-
lion I amr in to-night, with so many gold-
fields members around me; but these
hon. members must not think for a
moment that because I happen to repre-
sent the South- West Mining 'District I
know nothing of the goldfields, I must
inform them that in years past I have
been all over the goldfields, and not only
the eastern but the northern as well. I
was over them perhaps before some of
the present goldfields members ever saw
their constituencies. Hon. members must
understand that I am not speaking with-
out knowledge. In my six years' experi-
ence of this State, I have been through it
from one end to the other. On the
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northern field there are 70 mines, with an
aggregate of 1,157 stampers. As each
stamper requires, to drive it, eight tons
of firewood per week , it will be seen that
the northern field accounts for 9,256
tons weekly, which means 481,812 tons
annually. However, to allow for all
contingencies and for ay possible over-
estimate, I have reduced this quantity to
400,000 tons. I am satisfied, therefore,
that the estimate I am placing before the
House is low. Hon. members must bear
in mind that I have not taken into
account the private consumption of fire-
wood in the locality' . The quantity
privately consumed in itself must be
great, considering the size of the popula-
tion. I am allowing only for the aggre-
gate number of stampers and the quantity
of wood they require to drive them; and
so I have arrived at my estimate, from
which I have deducted 81,812 tons, taking
400,000 tons as representing the annual
requirements of the northern goldfields
in the shape of firewood. I repeat that
the estimate is an extremely low one, I
desire to call the attention of hon. mem-
bers, in this connection, to the fact that
the northern goldfields are very sparsely
timbered. I have travelled through them,
perhaps not quite as far as Menzies; but
I know, and I think it is well recognised,
that these fields are Particularly sparsely
timbered, and that wood supplies can be
kept going for only a very short time.
In confirmation of my statements I will
refer hon. members to the report of the
proceedings at thc annual meeting of the
Sons of GwaLia mine, held in London on
20th June, 1901, when the attention of
the shareholders in that company was
particularly drawn to the scarcity of fue
in and around the mine. The chairman
of directors slated that at a very early
date it would be necessary for the coin-
pany to burn coal, and that with this end
in view the company had acquired a very
large interest in the West Australian
Collieries and Fireclay Company, which is
at present working on the Collie coal-
fields. Hon. members will recognise that
a company of such magnitude as the Sons
of Gwalia, having such large interests in
gold-mining, would not acquire this in-
terest in a coal mine unless from a convic-
tion that in the near future the necessity
for burning Collie coal would arise. It is
pleasing, indeed, to find that this company

at any rate does not anticipate having to
burn any other coal than the Collie, and
that it is willing to put its money into
the Collie coalfield, thus helping a local
industry. In farther confirmation of my
statements I may draw the attention of
hon. members to a report of proceedings
at a public meeting held at Lseonora
recently, from which it appears that the
manager of the Sons of 0-walia mine sub-
stantiated the remarks made by the
chairman of directors. The meeting in
question was called to protest against the
alteration of the route of the railway line
from Leonora to Murrin Murrin. The
manager stated that one of the reasons why
the district required this particular line
was that in a short time the mines there
would be using 1,000 tons of coal per
month. That, of course, meaus 12,000
tons a year. It is, from my point of
view, very satisfactory-I am not selfish
in the matter, I hope-that I can bring
forward such evidence to show that on
the goldfields of the State we have people
willing and. anxious to use our Collie
coal.

SEVERAL MEmBERS: Hear, hear.
MR. HAsTIE: That is correct.
-MR. EWING: The larger quantity of

firewood available for the whole of the
goldfields is to the south of Kalgoorlie.
There is no question about that. The
supply is out towards Hampton Plains
and Burbanks, and farther to the south.
To get at this particular belt of timber,
it will be necessary to lay down a light
line, or perhaps it cannot be called a light
line: the estimate of cost of construc-
tion I saw the other day was £21,500
per mile, which means that the proposed
railway will practically be of the same
standard of railway as our Government
lines. It is proposed to lay the line for
the purpose of bringing in the wood,
which will have to be carried over very
great distances. It is, therefore, prob-
lematical whether it will pay the mines
to use the wood from these belts of
timber when it is brouglitin: the haulage
is so very long. I say unhesitatingly
that were a line such as I anm advocating
constructed at the present time, Collie
coal could compete with the wood, and
beat it, in Kalgooriie.-[SERAL MEM-
BEsis Oh, oh fl-Thiat is a statement I
make deliberately, and I think I can
prove it to he true. The coal can be
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landed, and in my opinion should be
landed, in Kalgoorlie at about 25s. per
ton. I leave hon. members to work it
out. That being so, what may not
happen in two years' time, when the
wood will be, perhaps, at a bigger price
than it is to-day!

MR. HOPKINS: Perhaps?
MR. EWING: I believe it will be. Of

course, we are all entitled to our opinion.
My estimate is that absolutely the whole
of the timber now available on the fields
will be, at the present rate of consump-
tion, practically done in seven or eight
years. I am perfectly well aware that
Mr. Kelso contests this. I have read his
report and am quite prepared to have it
quoted here against me. I know he
estimates that there is a 14 years' supply ;
but I tell hon. members again, as I did in
the early part of my remarks, that I join
issue with Mr. Kelso. Moreover, many
men of far greater experience than mine
disagree with Mr. Kelso.

A MEmBER: Do you disagree?
MR. EWING: Yes; I do. Men of far

greater knowledge of the goldfields than
I possess have assured me that. the cae
is as I say. In the whole of nmyinquiries
I have not found one man of experience
who estimates that there is more than
three tons of firewood to the acre. There-
fore it will be seen that the 14 years
estimated by Mr. Kelso must he reduced
very conisiderably, and cannot go beyond
seven or eight years. I believe I am
perfectly justified in stating that one ton
of Collie coal is equal to two tons of
wvood.

MEUBER: No, you are not.
MR. EWING: I an' perfectly satis-

fied that it is so. In fact, the analysis
will show it. There is no question about
it, and, as I have stated, in and around
Hainans belt and the northern goldfields
we shall require 1,066,000 tons of wood
per annum. It will be seen that were
Collie coal to be substituted to-day, they
would require not less than 533,000 tons
of Collie coal to take the place of wood.
Bat in arriving at any conclusions as to
whether the railway line will pay there or
not, I wish to be so well within the mark
that I have decided not to take into
account that if the line were authorised
to-day it would not be operating for two
years, and that in two years the consump-
tion would greatly increase and would

not be 683,000 tons, but perhaps a
million. I am going to base my estimates
as to the paying or non-paving of this
particular line on the armun of 300,000
tons per annum delivered in Kalgoorlie.
I think I am perfectly justified in doing
that, as there is no question to my mind
that 800,000 tons of coal would be used
on the goldfields to-day if the railway
line were built. Fartherniore, I would
point out the fact in relation to the
figures I have quoted that I have not
said a word about the Coolgardic or
Yilg-arn area, or that the coal would be
utilised for the great Coolgardie Water
Scheme. As Isay, Ibasem my calculations
on the 800,000 tons, and I think it will
be impossible for any member to say that
this is an over-estimate. The line I pro-
pose would be as far as possible a direct
line, because the idea is to economise in
the question of distance between the
Collie coalfields and the goldfields, for
the purpose of placing the coal on
the market as cheaply as possible for the
benefit of the low-grade ores and for the
benefit of the gold-mining industry
altogether. Mr . Moody, in reporting to
the Inspector of Engineering, last year I
think it was, estimated that the line going
direct from Collie to Narrogin and thence
to IKellerberrin saves in that distance 75
miles. I have taken into consideration a
direct line from Collie to Boorabbin, a,
total distance of 285 miles. I maintain
that unless this line is as direct as possible
the outcome will not be as good as we
expect, because every mile you can save in
the carriage of coal is not only adding a
benefit to the Collie bitt benefiting every
ton of ore which is treated on the gold-
fields. I would like members to follow
me in these figures. The distance from
Collie to Boorabbin over the present line
is 422 miles, and I would specially draw
attention to the fact that in that 422
miles you go down a distance of 700 to
1,000 feet from the top of the range to
the level of the sea. When you come
down there, you take your coal, bring it
to Perth, and then take it up the hill
again to the same level, and the distance
is 422 miles. It is unnecessary for me to
labour a point of that kind, for it must
be apparent to every member.

MR. J. MW. Hopriwis: Go on the fiat.
.MR. EWING: If you keep on the flat

it is all right. In mentioning the word
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11Narrogin " to-night l am not in any way
advocating a particular route. It is
simply a point through which the direct
line to Boorabbin will pass, therefore I.
take it for the purpose of calculation. I
repeat that the question of t66 direction
of this line does not enter into my wind
at all; the distance is 285 miles, therefore
there is a saving of 137 miles, and more-
over the grades are good. I am some-
what of an engineer, and from a. personal
inspection of the ground I estimate the
grades will be at the steepest 1 in 60,
and I do not think that will exist beyond
about a mile. I think the grades will be
generally 1 in 70 or 1 in 80. 'In estimat-
ing the cost of this line, dividing it
into two parts, making the first from
Collie to Narrogin, and thence from
INarrogin direct to Boonabbin, I have
been liberal. I have -not endeavoured
to cut the amounts down because I
wanted to place before the House the full
expenditure there could possibly be in the
construction of the line, and to show from
the estimate of the revenue that it is
going to be a splendid investment for the
State. For the first 70 miles take the
cost at £21,500 a mile, and that gives
£9105,000; the construction of permanent
way £.75,000; rolling stock at £800 per
mile, £56,000; giving a total cost of
£236,000. From Narrogin to Boorabbin
the distance is 215 miles, passing through
country which is not so steep. I have
estimated that at £1,200 a mile, and all
members who have travelled on the
goldfields know how easy the construc-
tion of a line is in country such as
will be passed through after going about
30 or 40 miles on the other side of the
Great Southern Railway. I do not think
it will cost more than £1,200 a mile.
That would work out at £258,000, con-
struction of permanent way £232,000,
rolling-stock £172,000; giving a total of
£662,000. Altogether for the whole dis-
tance of 285 miles £2898,000, or roughly
£9900,000, for a line fully equipped and
ready for traffic; and not equipped as
railways in this State are at the present
day, when we find hundreds of tons of
coal at the Collie which cannot be got
away. It is not the rolling-stock but the
want of traction power that is needed in
this State. I think that if they had the
engines, they could compete pretty suc-
cessfully wih the trade. Therefore in

making this estimate I have made such a,
liberal allowance for rolling-stock as will
place-the thing on an efficient basis from
the day it is started. I estimate that
there will be 300,000 tons of coal, and I
ask members to remember that I am
only taking the revenue for the new por-
tion of the line. The amount for 300,000
tons at Id, a ton per mile is £180,000
I estimate the timber trade at £20,000-
they are already paying £25,000-and I
estimate the passengers and agricultural
products to be carried at £30,000, making
a total of £280,000 per annum from this
line. Besides, members will see that this
line being a. feeder, it will bring increased
traffi to the main line, and therefore
augment tremendously the income of the
railway system of this State. On these
figures I have estimated the working
expenses at 60 per cent., and Ilam perfectly
satisfied that is liberal, because in going
through all authorities or any authorities
I have been able to get on this particular
subject, I have found that the working
expenses of the railway system in any
other State or country outside Australia
very rarely reach 50 per cent. The
Midland Company's railway to-day in this
particular State, with a revenue 1 believe
of between £50,000 and £60,000 per
annum, is being worked for 50 per cent.;
therefore I think I am justified if I say
the proposed line could be worked at 60
per cent.; and we cannot argue against it
because railways in this State are costing
from 68 to 70 per cent. to work.

A MEMBER: Seventy-eight.
MR. EWING:- Whatever the per-

centage, the railways are not being
worked to the best advantage of the
State, and I maintain the time is
coming when the State must see theyv are
worked on something like reasonable
lines. I think my estimate of 60 per
cent, a liberal one, and one which will
commend itself to members as being fair.
Sixty per cent. will absorb £138,000 of
this revenue of £230,000, leaving a
balance of £92,000. I do not profess to
be versed in matters connected with
loans, but I have taken what I consider
to be a liberal estimate, and I shall be
corrected if I am wrong. I have allowed
on the total of £2900,000 7 per cent.
for interest and sinking fund, and this
will absorb a farther amount of £268,000,
and leave a balance of £29,000, which is
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31I per cent. on the total of £,900,000.
Therefore members will see that this
railway, if taken up by private people,
would pay 10,1 per cent. according to the
calculation I have placed before them, but
if taken up by -the State it will pay its
working expenses and 7 per cent. for
sinking fund and interest, leaving a
balance. to the credit of Western Aus-
tralia of 3-1 per cent. Therefore I think
it will be impossible for members, unless
they can upset those figures I have
stated-

A MEMwBER:- Very possibly.
MR. EWING: I will give the hon.

member a, chance, and if I can be upset
by his arguments I say he is a smarter
man than I am. If I can, establishi those
figures, if they are correct, there is no
investment in the State to-day which
would pay so handsomely, and the
Government of the State are not justified
in standing still while there are works of
this magnitude to be carried on. I would
like to point Out in connection with this
line that the distance, if it were con-
structed, would be 863 mailes, a-nd the
freight on the coal would be lis. 2d. a
ton. The present freight Is £1 Os. 10d.
per ton; therefore members will see there
would b6 a saving of 5s. 8d. on every ton
of coal carried over this line direct and
for the benefit of the goldfields. Mem-
bers will tell mte I amn standing up here
mn the interests of the coalfields; hut by
the figures I am placing before the House
I am ad~vocating the interests and benefit
of the goldfields. Moreover, if the line
be constructed, it will be not Only for the
benefit of the goldfields and the c oalfields,
but agriculture and the people of Perth
and the State must benefit. I would like
to refer -for a few moments to some state-
ments made by the member for Dundas
(Mr. A. E. Thomas) when speaking on
the Address-in-reply, and I would dis-
tinctly ask him to understand that in
placing these figures before the House I
am not doing it in any way in opposition
to anything he may think is for the
benefit of his district or the State gener-
ally. I am doing it simply from the fact
that I want, if I can, to show the House
the fallacy of the position the hon. mem-
ber has taken up, and that it is impos-
sible to carry it out, otherwise he would
have my heaTy Support. I wish especi-
ally to state that in quoting those figures

I am not speaking in opposition to the
Esperance goldfields-railway line. That
is a line which, like every other work
deemed by any particular member to
he of importance to this State, and
to be worhy of bringing before the
House, must stand on its merits.
I say unhesitatingly that what I am
advocating to-night must stand on its
merits, and if not established as a good
thing, it must fall. Therefore the hon.
member (Mr. Thomas) -need not think
that, in making a comparison with
Esperance, I am doing it for the purpose
of disparaging that port. I have already
stated the cost of carriage by this pro-
posed railway; and comparing that with
the cost via Esperance, the saving by this
line would be 7s. 3d. a ton at the lowest
estimate. Then reckoning 300,000 tons
of coal per annumn required for Kalgoorlie
district, there would be a total saving at
7s. 3d. a ton equal to £1 31, 250 per annum
for the benefit of those goldfields.
This would be the difference in favour
of freight by this line as compared
with coal taken via Esperance to the
goldifields. Without dealing with the
selling price of coal, I am simnply showing
the profit or saving on the freight on
22s. 5d. per ton compared with i~s. per
ton, a saving of 7s. 3d. per ton in favour
of this line; and estimating that amount
on 800,000 tons of coal per an-num, there
will be a total saving of £131,250 in the
use of fuel on the goldfields. I leave it
to the hion. mnember (Mr. Thomas) to
show if he can that this is not a fair and
reasonable estimate. Men who know the
business will tell you that my estimate is a
low one, and I do not believe you can get
coal carried to Esperance at -7s. Gd. per
ton. To show that I wish to be fair in
this matter, I will take from the Han-
sard report the figures which the hon.
member used himself in his speech on the
Address-in-Re ply, at the beginning of this
session, in which he showed that even a
small saving of Is. 8d. a ton in the
carriage of an estimated quantity of
Collie coal taken to the goldfields by way
of Esperance would mean a6 saving of
£25,000 per* annum to the Kalgoorlie
district alone. So that even on his basis
of 16R. 8d. against 15s. 2d. per ton for
carrying Collie coal, there would be a large
total saving, according to the hon. member's
OWn) showig. But I say unhesitatingly
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that not only in connection with Collie
coal, but with Newcastle coal, if you are
going to handle it a dozen times over
before it reaches its destination, you -will
lose 10 or 20 per cent. in the value. It
is out of the range of common sense to
aawume that there will be or should be all
this handling. If hon. members will. see
for themselves by going to Fremantle
they may observe that the coal stacked
there is nearly all slack, and I am sorry
that the people who use that coal do not
flee Collie coa~l instead. I wish now to
refer to an important aspect of this
question, and that is the deforestation of
large areas in Western Australia. To
realise what this means I will refer to
what has occurred in parts of Russia.
It has been a matter of observation by
scientific men that the cause of the recent
famine in Russia is directly traceable to
the extensive cutting down of forests in
that country. I will read fromi a state-
ment published by an eminent scientific
authority, showing the grave consequences
which have resulted in certain districts of
Russia through the extensive cutting
down of forests, and the change of
climatic conditions shown in the reduced
amount of rainfall and the occurrence
of famine through failur-e of the crops.
[Extract read.] This eminent muan is
backed up - in his opinion by other
eminent authorities; and I hold that if
the golddields of this State are going to
be practically cut out in regard to timber,
then we may infer, accerding to my
recent experience up there, where I found
the gold fields were not particularly
pleasant places to live in, that those
districts will soon be absolutely denuded
of trees, and instead of moisture being
attracted from the atmosphere by the
trees and rainfall promoted, that country
may soon get into such a condition that
it will be hardly possible to get along
for dust. In connection with this
matter, I may remark that the Govern-
ment have reserved large areas on
the goldields; but hion. members will
have noticed that only a week ago a
deputation went to the Government,
including some members of this House,
asking that a certain breadth of land
should be given away in one of those
reserves for the construction of a railway.
I do not wish it to be supposed that I
want to retard the gold-mining industry.

yet it is evident that in the opinion of
some members of this House the time is
approaching when the supply of firewood
and other timber will he cut out; and
seeing that they are impressed with the
fact that the supply is at present limited
and is rapidly being reduced, I say the
time has arrived when we should consider
where our supplies of timber for the
mining industry and the mining popu-
lation are to come f rom. So I say if
those goldfields are to he cut out entirely
in regard to fuel, those places must soon
become places not fit for the habitation
of man. The problems that face us in
considering this question -are the neces-
sity in the near future of delivering an
ample supply of coal on the goldfields,
I have endea~voured to prove that we have
an inexhaustible supply of coal in this
State; I have also shown the require-
mbnt there is for mining timber on the
goldfields; and I wish to point out, what
has been expressed by some hon. members
in the early part of my remarks, that I
do not intend it to be inferred that any
portion of the timber is to be taken from
the goldfields to the c;oast. Farther, 1
say that the construction of this railway
will help to open up aud populate the
State, and thereby reduce the indebted-
ness per head of thie population-a very
necessary thing to do. It is impossible
for any member to say that the coal we
have in this State is not of economical
value; and in regard to the development
of the coal-mining, industry, I want to
know what is the policy of the Government
at the present time. Will any member
of the Government say that the time has
arrived when this State is not in a

Position to borrow for reproductive
works? Because if that is so, 1 think we
are in a had condition indeed.- When it
can be shown that a work will be repro-
ductive, that it will be of great service to
the country, and that it will pay at least
the amount of interest and sinking fund,
then I say there will be no trouble, so far
as the money market is concerned, in
borrowing the necessary capital to carry
out the work. When this State has
reached, if it ever reaches, that stage
when we cannot borrow for reproductive
works, we shall be next-door to bank-
ruptcy. I say the State is quite able to
borrow the money required for necessary
undertakings. We must in this State b~e
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progressive, we must bring more people
here and settle them on the land, because
in a few years the gold fields may not be
as flourishing as they are to-day; and
looking to the history of goldfields
throughout the world, we have no guar-
antee of permanent stability of the gold-
wining industry; therefore, I sayr if we
cannot settle the people on the land, the
outlook for this State is miserable indeed.
I am prepared to hear such statements as
that the Government have no rails in
stock, and so on; but I believe it will
soon be necessary for this or any other
Government in power to see in what
way these works that are for the benefit
of the State can be carried out. In this
connection I would like to refer to a
matter, and perhaps I may he blamedl
for mentioning it--I have not liked to
refer to it, being a new member, but still
it is a matter of some importance, and a~s
it refers to the Premier himself, I feel
justified in mentioning it. I say that
any member in this House. representing
any number of people in the country, has a
right to make his views known and his
voice heard ; and if he think that in his
opinion the people he represents have been
treated in an improper manner, he would
be lacking in his, duty if he did not tell
the House and the country so. I received
from the secretary of the Collie-Goldfields
Railway League a telegram, asking me to
interview the Premier and arrange for a
deputation to see him in connection with
this proposed line. I went to the Premier,
and he told me point-blank that he did
not wish to receive the deputation, for the
reason that he had so often expressed
himself in connection with this particular
line. During the Premier's recent trip to
the Collie, the opinion generally expressed
was that not one word should be said to
the Premier by way of asking him to
express his opinion on this subject.

THE MINISTER FOR MINEs:- He did
express it, though.

Mn. EWING: Yes; to this extent, that
the Government had no rails in stock.
I want to know when the Premier is
going to formulate a policy for the
advancement of this State. I say the
construction of this railway is for the
advancement of the State, and therefore
it has got to receive consideration from
the PreMier, and also from the member
for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins), who is now

interjecting. I may Point out that this
deputation wh ich I proposed to introduce
to the Premier comprised 30 or 40
eminent gentlemen, second to none in
this State; they are large property
owners, who are interested in every
industry in the State, and are truly repre-
sentative men. I did not take the Pre-
mier's verbal answer, but wrote asking him
to reply as to whether he would receive the
deputation; and in terms which I con-
sidered absolutely a refusal, he said he did
not see the necessity of these particular
people interviewing him on the subject.
I weant to know whether the Premier is
really aware of the particular phase of
the question the deputation intended to
plaoce before him. Has the time arrived
when the wishes of the people are not to
be laid before the head of the Govern-
mentF As far as I am concerned, I do
not feel for myself one jot. The Premier
labughs.

THx PREMIR:i You should not make
me laugh.

MR. EWING: It looks to me that it
is because Ilam sitting on this (Opposition)
side of the House. I do not think ho
would he likely to refuse any member on
that side of the House. My opinion,
at any rate, is that the moment Mini sters
leave this Chamber it is their duty to
forget on which side of the House an
hon. member sits.

MINISTERS: Do we remember?
Mn. EWING: I have only aid that I

hope it is not the case that Ministers
remembher. I look to the Premier to tell
me that it is not so. I want to know
whether the time has arrived when people
can no longer place their prayers in
respectful language before the Ministers
of the State. Of course, the hon. gentle-
man may be able to explain himself ; I
am quite open to receive an explanation;
but I tell him here to-night that it is a
very difficult thing for him to explain the
position he has, taken up to the people of
the South-Western portion of the State.
In bringing the matter forward, I can
assure the hon. gentleman I sib doing
him waore good than harm. I could be
silent here to-night and go about the
country saying that the Premier had
refused to see a deputation. I have not
taken that course. I mention the matter
so that the hon. gentleman may give his
explanation and thereby put himself
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right, if possible, in the eyes of the people
he has certainl y annoyed. I trust I have
made my case clear. I have endeavoured
to put it before the House in an impartial
and fair manner. I rely for success in
this particular scheme on the evidence of
its merits which I have placed before
hon. members. If the scheme has not
everything to recommend it, or if it has
not sufficient to recommend it to hon.
members, then it will fall to the ground.
In my advocacy I have endeavoured to
be fair to all sides of the House. In
conclusion, I will only say that the carry-
ing into effect of the work mentioned. in
this motion would be greatly to the
benefit and advancement of the whole
State.

MR. F. C. MONGER (York): There
are very few motions which could be
brought under the notice of the House
that it would give mne greater pleasure to
support than the motion so ably intro-
duced by the member for the South-West
Mining District. I take this opportunity
of congratulating him on his first maiden
effort in this House.

A MEMBER: His second maiden effort.
MR. MONGER: It is now nearly two

years since I had the honour of bringing
under the notice of the then Parliament
a motion somewhat similar to that which
has been brought forwara this evening.
On that occasion I moved a motion in
these words:

That this House, recoguising the necessity
for the early construction of a line of railway
from Collie to a point on the Coolgardie Rail-
way, do empower the Government to enter into

neoitons with any interested person with
this objec in view, and on such terms and
conditions as the Government may deem.
expedient.
That motion was carried with a very
small amendment. It was very fully and
ably discussed by the Right Hon. Sir
John Forrest; and, as I say, was carried
with one small amendment, "1subject to
the approval of Parliament."

MR. DAGLISH: When was that?
MR. MONGER: Two years ago. Sir

John Forrest, in speaking on the motion,
referred to the question of private enter-
prise, saying it would be desirable, if the
Government were unable to carry out a
big contract such as this perhaps looked
in those days, to allow private enterprise
to carry it out on such conditions as the
Government might think fit to impose.

Sir John Forrest's speech is recorded in
the Haoward of two years ago. I hope
the Colonial Treasurer's mind is not in
that liquid condition which it sometimes
is in, as I desire to recall to his notice a
question which be asked on the 27th
September, 1900. He asked the Director
of Public Works "When the Government
intended to proceed with the survey of
the proposed railway from Collie to
Doodlekine, as promised by the Premier
during his recent visit to the Collie i
and the then Director of Public Works
replied that the Government had the
matter under consideration.

A MEMBER: They still have it " under
consideration."~

MR. MONGER: That refers to the
old Government; not to the present body.
I hope the Colonial Treasurer bears in
mind the circumstances which compelled
him to ask that question of the then
Government. He then sat on this
(Opposition) side of the House; now he
is sitting over there as a Minister. Hle
must have bad in view some object for
the advancement of the State when he
put such a question. I should like the
Colonial Treasurer, when the opportunity
occurs to him or when the opportunity
arises, to tell us the object he then had
in view.

THE COLONIAL TRAnsuasa: Most likely
my object was to defeat the Govern-
ment.

Ma. W. J. GEoRGE: Oh, to harass the
Goverment!

Ma. MONGER: After the splendid
speech in which the member for the
South-West Mining District (Mr. Ewing)
has submitted his case, I think there is
little necessity for anyone on this side of
the House to urge to any great extent
the desirability of constructing- the pro-
posed line at the earliest possible moment;

Ibut as one who knows the bulk of the
country through which the proposed line
will pass, I wish to say that in addition
to the prospects of traffic from coal and
timber, there are good prospects of traffic
from agriculture. The agricultural
features of the country through which
the line would pass are virtually seco~d
to none in Western Australia. I believe
that the member for the Williams (Hon.
F. H. Piesse), if be speak on this motion,
will be able to tell the House of the great

Iagrcultural prospects of the country I
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refer to. It gives me much pleasure to
second the motion so nicely proposed.

TnE PREMIER (Ron. G. Leake): I
have listened with attention to a certain
p~ortion of the remarks made by the mem-
ber for the South-West Mining District.
(Mr. Ewing), but le has not convinced
me that tinder the circumstances it would
be prudent for me to support tbe motion
which he has submitted to the House.
This motion, if passed, would commit
not only the House but the Government
to the construction of the line of railway
from the Collie to the goldfields almost
at once, or in a very few years. We
should, at any rate, be compelled to bring
in a Loan Bill and a Railway Bill for the
purpose which the hon. member has in
view. I have not been uncertain in my
remarks on this question when I have
had to speak on it in public. I now tell
thre House that I see no probability of
such a railway being built either this year
or next year. The reason is that the
House, as I understand it, is unwilling
to commit the country to a new loan;
and this line cannot be constructed with-
out a fresh loan. From the figures which
the hon. member has quoted, I gather
that the cost of the line will not be less
than a million of money. It is useless
for me to hold out any sugg estion or any
hope that such a line as this may be con-
structed in the immediate future. We
have first to get rid of our existing loan
authorisations and dispose of public works
in hand. Then we shall have to consider
what will be the next work, in the way of
railways at any rate, for us to construct.
I think it would be imprudent for the
House at this moment to commit itself
by adopting such a motion, and affirming
emphatically that this line from the Collie
coalfields to the goldfields is the next
work of importance to be constructed out
of loan moneys, to the exclusion of every
other possible work. I myself should
pause before I asked the House to
commit itself in that direction. We
shall have to consider the extension of
our trunk railways through and into
the goldfields. If we declare at the
present moment that the Collie rail-
way is the next important work in the
way of railway construction, we shall prob-
ably be tying our bands and preventing
ourselves from building railways on the
goldfields for a good many years to come.

I do not say that circumstances may not
alter in the course of a few months, or in
the course of a year or two, so as to
justify us in recommending, and the
House in supporting, a motion authoris-
ing the construction of this railway before
any other; but, as at present advised, the
Government are not in favour of it. The
hon. member has taken me to task some-
what hotly for "refusing" to see a
deputation the other day. The hon.
member puts it -very bluntly, that I
"refused." I admit this much, that I
discouraged the deputation. I deliberately
discouraged it, because I consider it an
absolute waste of a Minister's time to
receive deputations on subjects while
knowing full well that a decision has
been arrived at, and that it is useless to
attempt to alter the opinion that has been
formed. Such deputations are ain absolute
waste of the Minister's time, and an
absolute waste of the time of the people
forming the deputation. Therefore, I
make no apology to the hon. member
for the line of conduct which I adopted;
and if the honr. member thinks fit to ask
me next week, to receive a deputation on
this subject, well, next time he will get
an absolute and distinct refusal. I am
not going to waste the public time in
receiving deputations of this kind, par-
ticularly when I recognise that it is not
for hin. members, or for any section of
the public, to come to a Minister's office
and attempt, perhaps by argument and
otherwise, to bring pressure to bear when
we have this tnibunal open to us. This
is the place to air these questions, and
deputations will not be encouraged by
me on such subjects as this, while the
House is in session. Let there be no
misunderstanding about that at all.
While the House is in session, I will
discourage deputations of this kind, deal-
ing w~ith matters of great public moment,
and which might commit the Ministry
and the House to a distinct line of policy,
from wh ich, perhaps, there might be diffi-
culty in withdrawing. I deprecate these
deputations, and will do so. I do not
encourage them, and do not intend to
encourage them, although at the same
time I will not refuse to receive depu-
tations on matters which I consider to be
of general importance. But I may as
well be honest, and say that I do not
propose to let myself be influenced by
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pressure of this kind, pressure that has
been brought to bear in the past upon
Ministers in a way which I think is not
in the interests of the public service or of
the State. And I again say that if big
questions of this kind have to be brought
before the public, the proper place to
introduce them is this House, and not
the Minister's office. I think, therefore,
that the House ought to thank me for dis-
couraging this deputation, when the result
is that the matter is brought before the
House to-night, and is discussed openly
before the people's representatives, in the
proper arena. As to the suggestion that
this matter was not 1)roughit before my
notice, the hon. member knows perfectly
well that he is misleading himself when
he makes such a statement as that, for
he himself in some remarks made one
evening dealt at considerable length with
this very question of the railway from
the Collie to the goldfields.

Ma. EWING: It was not brought
directly under your notice.

THE PREMIER: Not a direct refer-
se, but the speech was made by the
hon. member in his own district at the
banquet given in honour of the Premier,
who was visiting the district. I do not
know that you could have anything more
direct.

MR. EWING: It was not intended so.
THE PREMIER: I accept the hon.

member's apology.
MR. EWING: No apology.
THE PREMIER: He said all he could

thinkr of at the moment on the subject, and
urged the matter with all the force at his
command in the midst of his own elec-
tors. He placed me-or might have done
so, if I had not been alive to the situa-
tion-in an awkward position. But I
did not take the bait that evening: I dealt
with the matter the next day, and I told
the hion. member and his electors that
there was no chance of this railway being
constructed in the immediate future. I
did make use of a, little phrase which
I thought would possibly emphasise
my opinion, that was that we had no
rails at the moment in stock. It was

covydin an epigrammatic way-the
r eleig which I entertained on the

subject. And I went a step farther,
adnot only told the hon. member

and the good people of the Collie,
that it was impossible for me to sup-

port the construction of the line, but
I said, moreover, that there was no
chance of that line being built by private
enterprise. I said that, too, very dis-
tinctly, because I pointed out that if
this line was to lie built at all, it
would be a trunk line, and to allow
private eniterprise to build such a line as
this would clash with the existing lines
of the State, and would lead to trouble
and complication. Consequently, I told
them there was no chance of pi-ivate
enterprise being allowed to construct the
line. That was perfectly clear, was it
notP I said, " You are not going to get
the line out of loan money, as far as I
am concerned, and you are not going to
have it built by private enterprise."
What I said then, I repeat to-night. I
do not want the hon. gentleman to be
under any misapprehension whatever.

MR. EWING: I am not.
THE PREMIER: Why does the hon.

member lash himself into a fury over what
I did ?

MR. EwiNG: I think I was quite
justified in doing it: that is aUl.

TILE PREMIER: I do not say you
Were not, but I really hope the hon.
member's feelings are not going to be
hurt by what I tell him. Really I am
not going to be bullied into doing things.
if I can help it. I also really must
deprecate one observation the hion. mem-
ber made, and it was this, that I in my
position, a responsible one, was actuated
in this matter by the fact that the hon.
member sits on the other side of the
House.

MR. Ewxr~a: I dlid not say that.
THE PREMIER: You did not " say"

it.
MR. EWING: asked if it were possible.
THE PREMIER: You inferred it, and

you left absolutely no doubt in anyone's
mind as to what you meant.

ME EWING: Well, I did not mean it
then.

THE PREMIER: I took it that you
did, and I am still convinced the hon.
member meant that; and unless there is
an absolutely distinct withdrawal by the
hon. member when he replies, I shall
firmly understand that he accused me of
being influenced in the matter because he
sits in opposition to this Government.
That is the impression I have formed,
and it will take a great deal of what the
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hon. member can say, or anybody else
can say, to remove that impression from
my mind. Even if the hon. member goes
so far, when he replies, as to say that he
did not mean it, I shall still, possibly,
entertain the opinion I expressed.

MR. DOHERTY: Then it is no use to
withdraw.

THE PREMIER: Well, I do not like
this sort of thing said of me when I hold
this position. I have been very distinct
upon this point whenever I have spoken in
public. I have never held out encourage-
ment to those who are interested in
the construction of this line that the line
would be constructed. Indeed, I have
been about as clear as I have been to-
night. And I am glad, really honestly
glad, to think the hon. mecmber has
brought this question forward to-night
in this way, so that I 'nay speak in a
manner which will leave for himself and
his friends absolutely no room for doubt
as to what I mean. My opinion is there
will be no Collie-goldfields Railway Bill
brought down this session, or next
session, and that there will not be a, Loan
Bill for the purpose of its construction.
That is my present opinion, but we have
on the Loan Bill a certain amount of
money for the purpose of surveying a
proposed line in this direction. I think,
when the time arrives for the constmuction
of a line to carry coal in the direction of
the goldfields, it will probably be built in
sections, and that the first section will
be from the Collie to the Great South-
ern line, which will enable the coal
to he carried to the goldfields. at a much
cheaper rate than at present, because it
will strike the Williams somewhere about
Narrogin. The coal will bp carried
along by way of Northam, and thus evade
the difficult grades through the hills.

MR. DoHrERTY: That would not he
much shorter.

THE PREMIER: I do not think it
would, but I say that would be the first
step, and that would be a tentative line.
It would be a, shorter and it would be a
cheaper line altogether. Moreover, that
section would open up a very good dis-
trict, some excellent agricultural land
which I know exists between the Collie
coalfield and the Great Southorn line.
Let the memb er for the Collie, whether
on the Opposition side or on this side of
the House, understand that we have it

I not in contemplation at the prosent
moment to propose a Loan Bill for the
purpose of constructing this line, or any
portion of it now, nor do we intend to
allow him or anyone else to construct the
line by private enterprise.

Mn. EWING! You are trying to infer
that I want to build it myself.

Tn PREMfIER -Oh, no! I hope
the hon. member will not think I regard
him as a railway capitalist. I do not for
amoment. I do not want to offend him

in that sense, but I have always
thought the hon. member was one -of
those particularly eager in advocating
the construction of 'these lines by private
enterprise. If I made a mistake, the
hon. member will correct me, but I repeat
that I have always understood that he
was very anxious that this line should be
constructed by private enterprise.

MR. EwInG.: No.
TEE PREMIER: Then perhaps I

ought not to have m ade pointed reference
to himself; but even if I did, 1 did not
make use of the expression offensively,
but more by way of pointing my argument.
Of course members must not suppose lain
prejudiced against this proposed line;
but I believe that there are other lines
and other public works of greater import-
ance which must be considered before the
construction of this line. Amongst other
things it just occurs to me there is the
possible purchase of the Midland railway:
that is more important than the consatruc-
tion of this line. And there is the
possible extension of our great trunk
system from the auriferous belt north-
ward. I regard the extension of the
railway uorthward to Mt. Morgans as of
greater importance than the Collie coal-
fields railway.

Mn. JACOBY: You would rnot require at
loan for the Midland railway, I think.

Tas PREMIER: Oh, yes; you would
have to issue stock, and it is as broad aa
it is long: it is a liability. If we pass
this motion we commit ourselves to this
work as being one of paramount import-
ance, and one which must first engage the
attention of Parliament when we decide
to start once more the construction of fresh
railways. I realise the advantages that
will accrue from the development of this
Collie field.. I admit that we have a very
valuable f uel, andthat if we can get the fuel
to our local market, so much the better.

[ASSEMBLY.] to Construct Railuny.
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No one will rejoice more than I if we can
undersell other fuels on the goldfields by
this Collie coal. But that is quite a
different matter as compared with pledg-
ing the country to the construction of a
railroad for the special purpose of con-

feyUigcoal from the Collie to the gold-
fds-a1 absolutely different matter;

and I do not want at all. to be misunder-

stood by hon. members. My objection
to the motion is not because I doubt the
permanency or the value of the Collie
field; it is not because I doubt the coal
is valuable in many respects; but it is
simply, a question of ways and means. I
say we cannot afford to consider this
question at the present moment. That
is my emphatic opinion; but if the
House tells me I am wrong in this, and
says we must have a railway constructed.
or if the House think this railway is
absolutely necessary and that the country
will retrograde if we do not get it, then I
shall begin to doubt the soundness of the
views I have expressed. But until I get
some very definite expression of opinion
from the House, it will take a lot to
convince me. I do not want any member
to be under a, misapprehension about my
views. It is no part of the policy of the
present Government to ask for a loan at
the present moment for the construction
of this railway; nor do we propose to
authorise any body but the State to con-
struct it for us. It really is not good
policy for hon. members to pass resolu-
tions of this kind, unless they are to be
followed by somne praetical step; conse-
quently, I ask hon. members certainly to
discuss this question thbis evening, for it
is only right that the question should be
thoroughly ventilated and that we should
know the views of everybody. But if the
motion is passed in its present form, it
will not be binding on the Government,
because it merely says that this work
should be done with the least possible
delay. In its present form the motion
would not force the Government into the
loan market; but I want hon. members
to understand the bearing that these
words, "1with the least possible delay,"
have on the present circumstances. It
would practically affirm, though not in so
many words, that this public work is one
of the first importance; and it may, be
said that the motion pledges the House
to the construction of this railway, to the

exclusion of all others. [Several Mxax-
bers! " Hear, hear,' ", No, no."] It
means the expenditure of another million
of money out of loan funds. The hon.
member shakes his head.

MR. EWING: I am not disputing that
at all1.

THE PREMIER: Perhaps he disputes
the fact that it would bind the House to
consider this railway before any others.

Mn. EWING: That is true.
TEE PREMIER; Then it is mere

wind if we. declare that, in view of its
importance, steps should be taken for its
con struction with the least possible delay
-if it does not mean that we are to make
this railway of first importance, to the
exclusion of others, then it leaves the
question to the Government to declare
when the time is opportune. I say it is
an empty abstract motion, at that rate ;
and consequently it can have been tabled
only, with the view of exciting a discus-
sion. Well, that is a very proper motive.
When a great question like this is in the
air, and it is considered to be of import-.
ance to the hon. member's constituency,
he has a right to bring it forward in
order that we may hear the views of him-
self and other members on the subject;
and ] thank him for it, but I do not
thank him for the way in which he has
introduced the subject. I am not depre-
ciating the observations of the bon.
member or the form of personal criticism
in which be indulged; for L say that as
an abstract motion it is well worth dis-
cussion. Consequently the hon. member
is quite right in bringing the matter
before the House, and in ventilating his
ideas with the aid of a deputation to me
as Minister. Again, I thought the hon.
member did not misunderstand me about
that depuitation. I did not want to see a
deputation on the subject, and I think it
would be absolutely futile for the deputa-
tion to habve come, for I could only tell
them what I am stating now, and I do
not want the hon. member or any resident
in his district to think I intended to be
discourteous to them.

Mn. EWING;- Unfortunately they do
think so.

THE PREMIER : Then they are. mis-
taken. This certainly was not my in ten-
lion ; and when I told the hon. member
it was quite unnecessary for the deputa-
tion to interview me, surely that is not

CoMe to Goldfieldg.
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being discourteous. I had made up my
mind, and they were already in possession
of my ideas on the subject; therefore it
would have been absolutely a waste of
my time and of theirs to come to me. If
I am accused of discourtesy when I tell a,
deputation that they need not come to
me, as they have my views on the subject
already, I shall have to tell that to some
deputation every' week, and I may become
one of the most unpopular men in the
country. It does not do always to speak
plainly, apparently. I am getting tired
of this plain speaking, and will try a
little diplomacy; so when next time the
hon. member tries to interview me I shall
bring diplomacy into play, and send him
away with an evasive answer.

A MEMBER :Hand him over to the
Minister for Works.

THE PREMIER: I think the deputa-
tions had better wait on myself and the
Minister for Works, and between us we
may be able to please every deputation
that comes along. On a big question of
this kind, I prefer that it should be dis-
cussed in Parliament, if Parliament is in
session; and if that is a discourtesy, I
shall be discourteous to numbers of
people. I have my opinions, and am
going to express them ; and so far as
discourtesy is concerned, the lion, member
will admnit that lie spoke to me personally
about this question, and I told him the
reason why I did not want to see the
deputation ; that they knew my views
already, and in fact my hands were prac-
tically tied, as they' are at the present
moment. There is no more chance of
getting that railway started during the
next 12 or 18 months than there is of
my going over to the other side of the
House and the Opposition coming to this
side. (General laughter.)

MR. A. E. THOMAS (Dundas): I
would like heartily to congratulate the
mover for the exceedingly able manner in
which he has put before the House what
appeared to me to be exceedingly weak
arguments. I want to say, at the start,
that there is no man in the House, even
including the hon. member himself, who
is more desirous than I ami for the pro-
gress sand prosperity of Collie and of the
West Australian coal industry. I have
seen Collie for myself. I spent some
time there, and having investigated
everything in connection with the Collie

coal, I say it behoves this countr ' to do
everything it can to foster and encourage
that industry. As regards Collie coal, I
have had the pleasure of seeing a most
magnificent fire in the grate of the house
of the member for the district ; and I do
not desire to see any better coal for
household purposes th~an the same Collie
coal. If the hon. member can substan-
tiate his figures, that the timber supply
on the goldfields will not last more than
twelve or fifteen months--

MR. EWING: I did not say that.
Several MEMaBEs: Two or three years.
MR. THOMAS: Well, if he said two

or three years, -were that the case I would
say the time appears to have arrived
when means should be taken to provide a
fuel supply for the goldlfields at a cheap
rate; but I do not see how the figures as
given to thislHouse can stand a moment's
looking into. Of course, we have a large
number of goldfields members in this
House, mostly residing on the goldfields
out of session, and who have been residing
there five or six years in many instances,
many of them also being intimately
associated with the mining industry
during the whole of that period; and
those members must have driven front
one end of the auriferous belt to the other,
and must know the amount of timber
there. Well, I say all of us who know
those fields mustbow to the superior know-
ledge of the member who represents Collie
and the South-West Mining District.
I have gone into this matter carefully,
thoroughly, and systematically with
Kalgoorlie mine managers, who are satis-
fled that we have a sufficient supply of
wood to last us from 12 to 14 years.
The State Forest Ranger, Mr. Kelso,
whose figures the hon. member has
referred to, went into the matter very
carefully and read a paper on it before
the session of the Australian Institute of
Mining Engineers held in Kalgoorlie only
a few weeks ago. Mr. Kelso is employed
by the Government for the whole of his
time, and he has nothing else to attend to
but his business as Forest Ranger. He
ought, therefore, to be in a position to
give an estimate, and perhaps in a better
position than even the hon. member.
Mr. Kelso states that within 25 to 28
miles of the present railway system, there
is something like 957 square miles of
forest country. North-west of Cool-
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gardie there is 112 square miles, south-
west of Coolgardie 540 square miles,
south of Ballagundi 100 square wiles,
and west of Eardoc 100 square miles,
whilst other smaller areas aggregate 105
square miles. He estimates five tons to
the acre -this works out at 8,062,400 tons
of firewood in this portion alone. I
have travelled the road between Norse-
man and Coolgardie, on an average once
in two months during the last few years,
thus coutinuously traversing that big
forest belt; and I have frequently taken
a side line in order to have a good look
at the timber country. I have gone into
the matter with other people, who I may
mention were prepare4 , if they could
get permission, to build a private rail-
way for the sake of the timber alone.
Those men would be careful to wake
proper and correct estimates to guide
them in their work; and the estimate
of all of them1 without exception, as
regards that belt of timbher to the
south-west of Coolgardie, is five tons per
acre. Many of them regard it as an
exceedingly low estimate of the firewood
to be got, and sayv that it would be
nearer the mark to take from seven to
eight tons per acre. But even at the
lower estimate we have practically seven
or eight years' supply of firewood for our
Kalgoorlie mines in that locality alone.
In addition, we have the various areas of
the Hantpton rlains Estate, representing
another four years' supply for the
Kalgoorlie mines; and there are other
places not taken into account by Mr.
Kelso. That gentleman sums up the
whole thing by stating most emphatically
that in big opinion-and mind, he is a
man who should know something about
it-the supply of firewood on our gold-
fields within 25 to 28 miles of the railway
will last the Kalgoorlie mines for fully
14 years. That estimate, it must be
remembered, is irrespectiveof thse extensive
timber reserves which have been gazetted
north of Coolgardie, around other mining
centres on the auriferons belt. An
enormous quantity of timber is available
there if it become necessary to use it; but
those who are interested have taken good
care to get that timber reserved for mines
already in operation and for those which
will be opened. up later. The whole
question of fuel supply on the goldfields,
to my mind, depends on the comparative

steam-raising capacities of Collie coal and
our local wood. The hon. member for
the South-Western Mining District states
that one ton of Collie coal is equal to at
least two tons of our firewood. Mr. Kelso
bad several tests made for the purpose of
the paper read by him before the institute.
After speaking of oil, which does not
concern us here, as a fuel, he goes on to
say that, taking the averages obtained,
lb. of good steam @oal evaporates Slbs. of
water, l~b. of hardwood- that is the
wood we are continually using on our
mines-evaporates 5lbs. of water, whilst
11b. of Collie coal evaporates filbs. of
wvater. This places Collie coal and hard-
wood in the ratio of six to five. I have
repeatedly seen tests made, and I am
forced to the conclusion that enough
tests were not made with the various
woods by Mr. Kelso to permit ofa fair
average being arrived at, and that, in his
paper, he consequently over-estimated
the value of our wood. for steam-raising,
purposes. I do know, however, that the
steam-raising capacity of one ton of the
best Welsh coal is equal to that of about
two and a quarter to two and a half tons
of English firewood. Our goldfields
hardwood is infinitely superior to the
wood ordinarily used in England as a
fuel; I suppose it may be assumed to be
twice as good; any way, it is infinitely
better as a fuel. I will put it this way,
to give the hon. member everything in his
favour: I will say that one ton of Collie
coal is equal, for steam purposes on our
mines, to one and a half tons of our wood.
On that assuimption, we have certain
figures to consider; but, before going
ito them, I desire to say that I shall
have two sets of figures to submit to the
hon. member, so that he may not have
occasion to find fault with the rates I take
as; the basis of my calculations. Some
time ago I called for a return to be laid
on the table of the House, showing the
profit or loss on the carriage of Collie
coal over our South -Western Railway.
The return shows the fieight received for
the conveyance of the coal froml the 20th
March, 1899, to the 30th June, 1901,
on the basis of Otd. per ton per mile
to be £25,703 13s. 4d. Had "M "
rates been charged, the amount received
would have been £36,681 3s. 10d. The
difference between the rates therefore is
equal to £10,927. These figures perhaps

Collie to Goldfields.
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are somewhat vague, and do not go far
enough. I am sorry that the Commis-
sioner of Railways (Hon. J. 3. Holmes)
is not here to-night. I am certainly
under the impression that the Commis-
sioner maintains that for the department
to make any profit at all on the carriage
of Collie coal a rate of Id. per ton per
mile would have to be charged.

Ma. DOHRTYn: That coal is all carried
for themselves: it is not public carriage,
but Government carriage.

MR. THOMAS: I say the Commis-
sioner of Railways has distinctly said, or
his advisers and railway people generally
have said, that to make a profit on th~e
carriage of Collie coal, it is necessary to
charge "M" rates. Let us take "It" rates
first, and see what the result is at the
freight of *~d. per ton per mile. After-
wards I shall submit some calculations
on the basis of .td. per ton per mile. The
distance from Collie to Boorabbin the
bon. member gives as 285 miles; I have
taken it at 287 miles; so we are not very
far apart there: only to the extent of
INd. on the ton. From Boorabbin to
Kalgoorlie the distance is 78 miles; and
then I allow four miles from Kalgoorlie to
the mines. That gives a total of 382 miles,
allowing for deviations. I take the cost at
the pit's mouth at 13s. per ton.

Mu. EwiNG: You are not justified in
doing that.

MR. THOMAS: ILam perfectly justified
in taking that price at the pit's mouth,
because we know a commission which sat
here advised the late Government to raise
the price to l3s. per ton. The colliery
proprietors had entered into a contraoct,
and because that contract did not pay,
the Government of the day very kindly
stepped in and said, "1Well, this is rather
nasty for you, to have made a contract
that you cannot make much money out
of: we will raise your rate." Therefore
I ant quite justified in taking the cost at
the pit's mouth at, l3s.

A MEMBER: You mean 14s.
Mu. THOMAS: Three hundred and

eighty-two miles at *~d. per ton per mile
comes to .2I Sa. lOwd., making the total
cost of Collie coal delivered on the Kal-
goorlie mines L1 l~s. 1012d. That
amount is at the rate of -4"d. per ton per
mile. Wood at the present moment is
selling on the Kalgoorlie mines, under
contracts entered into, for 13s. 6d. per ton.

MR. DorrT: That is by the Kurra-
wang people.

MR. THOMAS: I have given a most
liberal estimate in saying that it takes
I!, tons of wood to equial one ton of Collie
coal. Taking it at that in order to com-
pare the two sets of figures, 12' tons of
that wood costs XI Os. 3d., as against
.2I 16s. 100d. for a ton of Collie coal.
Therefore, to allow coal to compete at
,d per ton per mile railage with the
goldfields wood, the latter will have to
rise in price from l3s. 6d. to 24s. 6d. The
difference between 24s. 6d. and l3s. 6d.
is Ils. The l3s. 6d. per ton is being
charged for wood which is hauled 30 and
40 miles, and even more, by the Kurra-
wang people, who are selling it at a goo)d
profit at that price of 13s. 6d.

Mu. DoamRTn: They "shunt" it 20
miles.

Ma. THOMAS: That difference of 1 Is.
per ton at Id. per ton per mails will allow
you to bring your timber, in competition
with your coal, an additional 176 miles.
We will see now how the figures work
out on the basis of id. per ton per mile.
Taking the same cost of l3s. at the pit's
mouth, and adding railage for 382 miles
at 2,d. per mile, lbs. ld., makes the total
cost of coal at Kalgoorlie Xl 8s. ld.
per ton. Thus wood must rise to 19s. 4d.
per ton from its present price of l3s. 6d.
in order to allow the Collie coal, even at
12d per ton per mile, to compete with the
local fuel supplies. There is a difference
of s. 10d. per ton in favour of the beat
wood, again allowing carriage at the rate
of *Id. per ton per mile; and that differ-
ence will allow us to bring the wood a
distance of 140 miles beyond the 30-mile
radius before the Collie coal can begin to
comnpete.

Ma. EWING: You cannot get the wood.
Mu. THOMAS: We cannot get the

woodP The bon. member has calculated
the fuel within a 25-mile radius of the
railway, and has thus arrived at his esti-
mate of a year's supply. Having tbree
mines to keep supplied with fuel, I have
made a few inquiries, just as the hon.
member has done. We mine managers
want our fuel at~ the cheapest possible
rate, and therefore we have looked into
the question. The hon. member has
given certain figures he haes compiled, and
I have given certain figures compiled by
myself after a thorough study of the
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question. My figtures go to show that
withiu 35 miles distance' of the railway
theme is a. sufficient supply of wood to last
the mines for 14 years. I have told lion.
members that there is a magnificent. belt
of timber all the way from Norsemian to
Coolgardie, and right away to the north
of Coolgardie. I leave it to hon. members
to say, if we have within 30 miles of the
railway a 14-years supply of fuel, how
much we shall have when we use the
timber in competition with the coal and
haul it 140 miles at -4d. or 176 miles at
A~d. per ton per mile. These figures show
conclusively, or should. show, to the
hon. member that there is no immediate
hurry, so far as the eastern goldfields
are concerned, for the construction of the
Collie-goldfields railway line. As I said.
at the beginning, if we had not an ample

supply of fuel on our goldfields, I certainly
would say that to keep our mines at work
we must give every facility to Collie to
bring its coal to the mines.

MR. DOHERTY: Round by the Espe-
rance route.

Mn. THOMAS: I may have mnore to
say about the Esperance route in due
time;i and I may give hon, members a
few farther figures in reference to that.
The hon. member stated at the start that
if he was not in a position to prove his
figures up to the hilt as to the immediate
advisability' of this line being constructed,
he would takce his dlefeat. He gave
several reasons for this line being built,
one of them being to supply timber to
the mines. In a few remarks which I
made use of in the debate on the Address-
in-reply I dealt with this question of
timber for the mines. Arguments had
been advanced, andI are still being ad-
vanced, that we want the Collie coal to
stop the cutting of our timber there, as
that must be saved up for the use of the
wines for timbering purposes under-
ground. I need only once again refer to
the wires I received from mine managers,
showing the ratio of mining timber to
fuel. It shows that if we have 14 years'\supply of fuel we have 1,400 years'
mining timber. Another reason is that
we want fuel for our mines. I think I
have dealt fully with that. It is also
urged that the line will pass through
excellent land, and open up new agricul-
tural country. There I am perfectly with
the hon. member, but I maintain that

after it gets a little way from the Great
Southern line it does not go through
much agricultural country. I believe
there really is good laud,'and I say by
all means let us have arilway to properly
open up the agricultural district; but
that does not necessitate a railway line
to the goldfields. And Iwould point out
to the hon. member that he is again dis-
regarding the vested interests of Perth
and Fremantle. Only a few short nights
ago in reply to some remarks of mine, he
sad questions of that sort needed deep
thought before we allowed anything to
interfere with the vested initerests of Perth
aind Fremantle:- if it was anything that
would take a little of the trade from
Perth and Fre mantle he would give the
matter very careful consideration before
consenting to it. In fact, he, said that
be would divide the House on the subject.
The Collie line 'would. run for a great
distance parallel with our goldfields rail-
way. Certainly it will take stores from
the South-Western districts cheaper into
our goldfields. It will do a lot of good
in that way, perhaps, by cheapening
produce, hut I am raising this just to
show that the hon. member is not quite
consistent when he tells us that he wants
to cheapen stuff there, and at the same
time it would divert a little trade from
the port of Fremantle or from Perth.

MR. D. J. Doasnvv: The city of Perth.
MR. A. E. THOMAS: I beg the hon.

mnember's pardon;i the city of Perth.
The hon. member (Mr. Ewing) has given
us as the yearly consumption of wood at
Ralgoorlie 666,000 tons, whereas the
mine managers themselves estimate the
total consumption at Kalgoorlie for the
mines at about 1,000 tons per day, and
for the rest of the district from 400 to
600. Various managers give the total
consumption of fuel at Kalgoorlie at
1,200 tons per day, 'whilst others place
it as high as 1,500, but none place it
higher than 1,500. This would mnake
the timber, according to the hon. mem-
ber's own estimate, available for a great
deal longer time than he states. I should
l ike to see a motion of this sort postponed
for a year or two. (General laughter.)
And I can assure the hon. member with
all sincerity 'that should I for one
moment think our mines were in
jeopardy, that they were liable to be
closed for want of fuel, I would be the
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first man to stand up in my place and
say some steps should be taken to give
us the cheapest possible fuel supply to
take the place of timber. But I say
again that somewhere about eight or ten
or at the very least six years from now
would be quite soon enough for a motion
of this sort to come before the House.
The hon. member was telling us with a
good deal of reason that the freight
would be cheaper over the new line,
because the present line comes down hill
to Perth and then it has to go up hill
again to rectify that descent. This is in
regard to the 1,d. per ton per mile freight
coming down bill to Perth, and yet the
greater the tonnage of coal we carry upon
the South-Western line, the more we
go into debt upon that railway! I
think I have shown that it is altogether
premature to ask us to discuss this ques-
tion. I have given the hon. member
facts and figures upon which I rely to
show him that in my opinion his esti-
mates as to our timber reserves on the
fields are totall 'v wrong; and I trust that
later on, when he is replying, he will take
those figures and make what he can of
them. I think I have done what he himself
invited us to do at the start, and that
was to prove the inadlvisability of this
line; and I must, with great regret, oppose
the motion.

Mn. 0. HARPER (Beverley): I beg
to move the adjournment of the debate.
I wish to move an amendment to the
motion.

Motion (adjournment) put and passed,
and the debate adjourned accordingly.

MOTION-LAND SALES, PROCEEDS.

MR. T. F. QUINLAN (Toodyay)
moved:

That, in the opinion of this House, the Gov-
ernment should keep a separate account of anl
land msals, and devote the proceeds therefroim
to the improvement and development of the
public estate.
He said: I rise with some degree of con-
fidence in relation to this motion, for the
reason that I consider the sense of it
should appeal, if not to all members, at
any rate to the majority of them. This
is a subject which has been before the
House on former occasions. My friend
the member for Beverley (Mr. Harprhas taken considerable interest in it ile
past. I recognise that great credit is due

*to him for the proposal he made here on
former occasions that a separate account
should be kept of proceeds from sales of
land; but he never, in my opiniomn, sug-
gested a means of disposing of the pro-
c eeds derived therefrom. My proposal
is that these shall not be treated as
revenue; in other words that we are
parting with the capital of the country,
or, to all intents and purposes, the
assets and securities of those who have
loaned their money to this State. And
it will be seen that the amount is some-
what considerable; so much so that
the account published by the Oolonial
Treasurer recently disclosed the fact that
the proceeds derived in August from
the sale of lands alone amounted to
£8,395 s. 3d. It is true the amount is
somewhat less than the sum received for
the same period of the preceding year, the
amount for that time being £4,822 Id. 9d.
While the figures have varied, the
principle is established, and it is a wrong
principle. I am by no means going to
lay the blame for this on the shoulders
of the present Government. So far as I
can recollect it has always been the cus-
torn, in this State at any rate, to consider
the proceeds derived from the sale of land
as part of the revenue, and I contend that
this is a wrong principle and that the time
has now arrived when it should be altered.
We should either devote the proceeds
derived from the sale of this land to the
reduction of the loans to the State, or we
should direct it through the channels of
the Agricultural Bank, instead of, as now,
borrowing from the Savings Bank the
people's money which might be called for
by the creditors of that bank. I know it
may be argued with some force that we
improve the various parts of the State by
the expenditure of revenue derived; but I
contend that, if we had not the income
we now receive from that source, we should
not be able to expend it, and therefore we
should be more careful in regard to the
revenue derived and should nurse the
capital or the assets of the country by,
some other means. For instance we have
now in regard to land different methods
of dealing with it, such as conditional
purchase, pastoral leases and licenses, and
lands disposed of, town and suburban;
also homestead farms. My proposal is
not to treat the conditional purchase
money in the manner I suggest here by
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this motion, because payment is made at
the rate of 6d. an acre per year, spread over
20 years, the purchaser having to effect
certain improvements. It is necessary,
of course, that provision should be made
for the administration of the department,
for the management and upkeep of officers
and offices; but in respect of direct sales
such as those referred to in return No. .
of the Department of Lands and Surveys,
the report for 1900 will, I think, prove
conclusively that every year we part with
an immense portion of our capital, which
in imy' opinion should not be considered
as revenue. And for the purpose of more
clearly placing before the House my con-
tention, I shall read the report for the
year which is now before hon. members,
but which perhaps they have not so far
noticed. I think that will place clearly
before the House my contention that
this is an item that requires serious
consideration. Before I read the report
I will put a parallel case of a private indivi-
dual or company, or person or persons.
For instance, if a person owned 100 acres,
or owned 1,000 acres or 10,000 acres, and
proposed for the sake of his wife and
children that he would dispose of that.
capital in the ratio of one acre, or ten
acres, or 100 acres per annum (accordig
to the proportion of capital he held in
the first instance), and assuming that
he did not do anything else for the upkeep
of himself and family, and supposing he
sold the proportion of one-tenth every
year, it naturally follows that a the end
of that term he would have disposed not
only of the entire capital, but he would
then be left, to all intents and purposes,
on the resources or the charity of the
country in which he lived. If we om-
pare this illustration with what happens
in the case of the State owning land, we
find that while this State is now parting
with land every day and probably every
hour, we as a State are parting with the
capital of the country, which capital
should not be utilised and expended as if
it were revenue.

TnE OoLoNrn TREASURER: Suppose
you apply it to the upkeep of the remain-
ing portion of the estate 1

MR. QUINLAN: The Colonial Trea-
surer knows full well, and in his capacity
as Treasurer he ought to know better
than nonele else, how necessary it is to
nurse that which the capital produces.

So, I hope hie and the Government will
support this proposal; and although I do
not ask them at once to carry it into
effect, because I am aware they have
many demands upon them at the present
time, yet I wish it to be established as a
principle in future, though not for the
current year, because the estimates of
revenue and expeuditure for this year
are probably prepared already. I am
not asking the House to carry this motion
so as to embarrass the Government.

THE PREMIER: You would not object
to the money being applied towards the
sinking fund, I suppose?

MR. Q1UINLAN: That is my conten-
tion, that. you should use it in that way
instead of using the Savings Bank money,
which does not and never has belonged
to the Government. The member for
Beverley (Mr. Harper) has used on
previous occasions the same argument as
I1 am using now; but he has not gone a

step farhe and shown how it is to be
applied.-I order that I may show how

it s t beapplied, and not speak at
unnecessary length on the question, I will
read from the report of the Lands Depart-
ment for the last financial year, with
reference (i) to the revenue and expendi-
ture, and (2) to the alienation of town
and suburban lands:--

Return No. I. also sumnmarises the receipts
and expenditure for the year, from which it
will be observed that the total revenue received
was £C160,322 1s. 4d., as against £130,668 Los.
lud. for 1899, or an increase of £19,664 2s. 6d.,
made up principally by saes of town lots on
our goldfields and at Collie, and through thte
increase in agricultural Selection; while a
Saving has been effected in the expenditure in
comparison with 1899 of £22,664 lls. 3d.,
the figures for 1900 being.£61,391 10s. 5d., and
for 1899 £654,046 Is. ild. Particulars of the
latter in detail are given in Return No. XXIII.
The net financial result of the year's opera-
tions was the contribution to the general
consolidated revenue of the colony of £98,931
2s. 1lId., or £222,318 13s. 9d. over that for the
preceding twelve months, when the figures
stood at X76,612 9s. 2d.

Return No. 11. gives in detail the receipts
from the sale of town and suburban lands
throughout the colony during the year under
review. There has been an increase of £16,118
9s. 6d. received under this head as compared
with 1899, the total revenue being £651,078 is.
Id. As against X34.899 lie. 7d. for the
preceding year. The greater proportion of
sales has been on the goldields as hitherto,
and evidences a revival of business in land
dealings in the principal centres.
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The evidence I have read is in itself suffi-
cient to show that we are parting with the
capital of the country, and are acting on
a principle which no man of business who
understands his affairs would apply to
his business. And I say it is our duty-
early though it way be, so far as regards
the great amount of land we possess in
this country not yet alienated, an
immense asset, I admit-and I say this
is the opportune time to adopt the prin-
ciple, not for carrying it into effect for
the current year, but in order that the
principle may be established for the
future. So far as the expenditure of the
Department of Lands is concerned, I
need only remark now, as I intend to take
other steps for a reform in this direction,
that I take this opportunity of saying
that the taxpayers of the country are
paying too high for the administration of
the Department of Crown Lands. We
have had a return also laid on the table
a few days ago, showing that the average
expenditure and the average revenue
received were in proportion, say, to a6
revenue of £12,000 and an expenditure
of about £C4,000 per month. Therefore,
I ask anyone in this country to try and
realise the serions aspect of affairs, when
the fact remains that we are paying away
one-third of our revenue for the cost of
administration. I quote the Lands
Departmient only, because I am dealing
with the question of the lands of the
country in this motion; but I know that
the returns from other departments, laid
on the table, show a similar disproportion
between revenue and expenditure, which
I think is alarming. Therefore, I take
this opportunity of pointing out the enor-
mous expense the taxpayers have to pay
for the upkeep of the administration, in
proportion to the revenue they are receiv-
ing. In the Lands Department, which
I refer to particularly, we are not only
receiving boa fide revenue and expending
it, but are actually receiving so-called
revenue derived from the capital sold. I
alppeal to the good sense of members on
this side of the House, and I hope I may
appeal to members on the other side and
to Ministers also, to support me in setting
forth the principle embodied in the
motion, and I trust it will be carried
into effect.

Ma. W. J. GEORGE (Muirray) :I
second the motion.

Ma. DAGLISH (Subiaco) : I rise to
support the motion as a step, but only a
step, in the right direction. I agree
With the mover that it is injudicious for
the country to live practically on its
capital, and that is what the sale of our
Crown lands and the expending of the
proceeds as revenue really means. But
I2 should like the hon. members, and
others in this House, to consider whether
it would not be wise to carry the same
principle a step or two farthier, by pre-
venting altogether the sale of Crown
lands. That would be carrying the
principle to its logical extreme; and if
this State had done this ten years ago,
it might be in a vastly better position
than it is with regard to the revenue
from Crown lands.

MR. MONGERn: Have you any idea of
the quantity of Crown land alienated at
the present time ?

Ma. 2DAGLISH -It is not necessary
for my purpose to quote concrete figures,
but I wish to impress on the House the
policy which the Municipal Council of
Perth has recognised, I am glad to say,
as a wise policy, by endeavouring to
utilise its land in such a way as to bring
in a revenue that will lighten the burden
on ratepayers. That will be a wise
policy, and advantageous to the people.
The present method adopted by the Gov-
ernment for dealing with Crown lands is
that as soon as a towusite becomes avail-
able, they sell the freehold in blocks;i and
immediately people settle on the land,
the unearned increment begins to accumiu-
late. Why should not the State retain
the unearned increment to itself P That
is the principle which underlies this
motion, but the hion. member has not
yet conipleted his education on the sub-
ject.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: He is
coming along.

MR. DAGLISH: Yes; he is coming
along, and. has brought forward this
motion as a first step. I am glad to see
that the municipal council with which he
is associated is coining along also.

Btx. QUINLAN:- I have 3nA desire to be
credited with what the Perth Council
do.

Mn. DACLISH: I hope the House
will not only consider this motion, but
will also consider the wisdom of extending
the principle at an early date, because I

[,kSSEATBLY.] how to apply Rovenue.
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am satisfied there are many Kalgoorlies
in this country yet undiscovered.

MR. QUINLAN: And many Subiacos.
MR. DAGLISH: Yes; but not many

that will acquire the brilliancy and
importance which Subiaeo has attained,
though some of them may approach it.
Why shonidwe allow individuals to exploit
these Kalgoorlieswhen they are discovered,
instead of reta'ining the unearned incre-
ment of value to the State?

MR. W. J. Gsoxox: Why don't you
knock out the land agents?

MR. DAGUISH :I am willing to knock
out the land agents if I can. I do not
mind if I knock out the ironfounders as
well.

Ma. W. J. GEoRGE: They might knock
you out, and if we lose you, what would
the country lose?

MR. ]3AGLISH ± Both of us might be
knocked out, and the country might do
without both of us, thougb we might be
missed for a time. I have risen simply
to bring before the House, in concrete
form, what I judge to be a matter of the
greatest importance, and that is that we
should cease to part with the land as a
valuable asset of the State; and that we,
as a State, should retain the position of
landlord, and should develop the country
by using tho revenue derived from the
land, as a national asset, in the same
manner as private individuals do when
they seek to develop their private estate,
and profit by the improvements placed
on it.

MR. A. J. DIAMOND (South Fre-
mantle): I rise to give this motion my
support, and to say it is a great pity that
this principle was not adopted earlier in
the history of the Australian colonies.
There can be no reasonable doubt that if
the moneys realised by the sale of the
public estate in Queensland, New South
Wales, Victoria, and South Australia
had been devoted to the purposes set
forth in this proposal, the financial
position to-day of those States would
have been immeasurably better than it is.
The attempt was made in South Aus-
tralia, some years ago, to carry out this
principle; and it was carried out suc-
cessfully, I believe, for a year or two;
but unfortunately the old order of things
resumed sway, and that State (or colony
as it was then) continued on the evil
course with the rest of them. I think

the member for Toodyay (Mr. Quinlan)
deserves great credit for bringing the
subject before the House, more especially
as he is a man very largely interested in
the State. The remarks of the memnber for
Subiaco (Mr. flaglish) also deserve con-
siderable thought. It would have been
better for Australia if at its foundation
an immutable law had been passed that
not one inch of the public estate should
ever be parted with. It appears to me
rather late in the day to advocate that
now. I would remind the member for
Subiaco of the fact that this State still
may control to a very large extent
the unearned increment. [A MEMBER:
How?] It can control the unearned
increment by a. judicious system of land
taxation, which I suppose will be intro-
duced here sooner or later. The broad
principle of the motiou, I venture to
submit, is one that mast commend itself
to the good sense of every reasonable
man in the House, whatever his interests
or his stake in the country. That
principle is that the proceeds of the sate
of the public estate shall be devoted only
to the improvement of the public estate.
I shall have pleasure in supporting the
motion.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER
(Hon. F. lllingworth): I have much
pleasure in supporting the motion, and I
think I may say thc member for Toodyay
(Mr. Quinlan) has the full sympathy of
the Government in connection with it.
On several occasions, when sitting on
the Opposition benches, I supported a
suggestion that something of this kind
should be done; and the Premier in this
connection moved very directly relative
to the alienation of land on the goldfields.
I think the Premier received very strong
support from the member for Toodyay
when that hon. member sat on this
(Government) side of the House. Per-
haps it may Dot be known to all hon.
members that the principle advocated in
this motion is in operation now, to a,
certain extent. It is in operation in
connection with the land on the Great
Southern Railway. Of the amount of
£1,100,000 which the railway and lands
cost, X400,000 has been set aside; and
the sales out of that amount of £400,000
are being appropriated for the liquidation
of that large amount. It should be able
to pay fer itself in 40 years, with the
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sinking fund; and I expect it will, in
addition, yield a substantial return to the
State. I trust that when the time comes
for this House to decide on the purchase
of the Midland Company's railway and
lands, the same principle will be given
effect to in connection with that large
property.

MR. GEORGE: Do you advocate land
nationalisation ?

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: I
am not dealing with that question at the
present time. The question before us
now is as to allotting the proceeds of land
sold, and not allowing those proceeds to
go into the general revenue-to earmark
them for specific purposes, which purposes
shall be distinctly in the direction of
improvement of the laud. That was why
I interjected when the mover, in speaking,
was giving an illustration of an, owner of
land to the extent of 10,000 acres selling
1,000 acres. The hon. member said the
owner would be reducing his capital. Of
course, the hon. member's suggestion was
that the owner would be living on the
proceeds of the sales. I said it would not
be a reduction of capital if he spent the
whole of the proceeds from the land sold
in improving the remaining portion of
his land. So, if we allot the proceeds of
the land which we sell to the improve-
ment of the public estate, we shall not be
reducing our capital. That is the point
I want to get out, and that is why I
made the interjection. I thought the
hon. member would catch at it and per-
haps emphasise it. On these lines I think
some of the difficulties lying before us
may hie conquered. If we can arrange to
use the proceeds of land sales either
in reduction of the national debt on the
one hand, or on the other hand in the
extension of our railways, or in other
substantial improvements of the public
estate, we way by either process conquer
some of the difficulties which lie before
us; and instead of existing on loan
funds, we shall be able to live without
trenching on our capital at all. Whether
we ought or ought not to sell land is
another question; but while we are
acting on the principle of selling land, we
should, I contend, appropriate every
shilling derived from land sales to some
definite improvement of the national
estate. 'To say the least of it, we ought
not to spend those proceeds on unpro-

ducotive works. Hon. members well
might earnestly affirm this motion, and
the Government might well take early
steps to carry it into effect, if it be pos-
sible to make the necessary arrangements.
As the hon, member has pointed out, we
may not be able to start on these lines
immediately; but I think he has taken a

stepin he ight direction sand one which
the House and the country should be
grateful for. The House should support
the hon. memnber in this motion; and this
Government, or any future Government,
should have this point clearly put before
them, that the proceeds of the land which
we are parting with ought not to be used
for any other purpose than that of
improvement of the national estate in
some form or other. I think extension
of the railway system would perhaps be
the most satisfactory form of investing
the proceeds from the sale of land: the
reduction of our existing debt for railways
would perhaps be the easiest way of
dealing with the question. The leader of
the Opposition, I believe, strongly
advocated that portion of the proceeds
from the sale of land along the Great
Southern Railway should be kept separate
and appropriated in this way.

How. F. H. PiEssE: No; I do not
think so.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: If
the hon. member did not do so, he ought
to have done so. I am giving the hon.
member that credit for wise forethought
which we all know he deserves. I thought
that as he was deeply interested in the
purchase of the Great Southern Railway,
he would have supported the proposal
made by a Government with which he
was at any rate associated, to set apart a
portion of the proceeds from the sale of
those lands for the purpose of liquidating
the debt incurred on that occasion. I
have great pleasure in supporting the
motion.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE (Williams):
The subject of this motion, as stated by
some hon. members, has been before the
House on many occasions. There may
be something in it, but I just desire to
draw the attention of the House to the
wording of the motion, which asks that a
separate account be kept of all land sales
and the proceeds therefrom devoted to
the improvement and development of the
public estate. I think that course is
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being taken now, The proceeds of land
sales are paid into the general revenue of
the country, and the country is being
improved in certain directions, such as
road making. The amount available
from laud sales, after deducting the cost
of adminisitration, is about £50,000 a.
year. That amount, devoted to road
making, would be about equal to what is
now being provided annually out of
revenue for the making and upkeep of
roads. Therefore it mnay be said that the
money derived from laid sales is being
used to-day for the development of the
public estate, and that the adoption of
this motion would only result in a change
in the system of book-keeping. It would,
I think, be only a matter of 1)00k-keeping.
I do not know that there is any objection
to the motion. The money may be put
to a separate account, and thus kept
apart from other moneys, and so directly
devoted to the improvememit of the public
estate. It comes to very much the same
thing in the end. I do not see that any
good can result from the motion as now
worded. If we are to devote the money
derived from land sales to liquidating
our public debt, that, of course, is
another phase of the question to be con-
sidered. We might pay those proceeds
of land sales to the credit of a particular
account, and thus reduce the charges on
the country in that direction. That
would be a different proposition alto-
gether, and I think a much more accept-
able one than that now before us.

THE: COLONIAL TREASRE: That
course was adopted in connection with
the Great Southern Railway land.

HoN. F. H. FIESSE: I think that
the application of the proceeds of land
sales to the development and improve-
ment of the public estate is very wise.
To spend them in the direction of road
making is to spend them well. We may,
say to-day that we will set aside an
amount of £,50,000, which represents the
net surplus from land sales, for road
making; but if the matter be looked at in
another way, it is seen that the money is
really taken from the general revenue
of thie country. The member for South
Fremantle (Mr. Diamoud) said this
system had been adopted in South Aus-
tralia. Evidently the idea there was
much the same as that suggested here
to-night. It seems that, after trial, the

system was. given up in Sout~h Australia;
and I fancy that we should find the same
thing happening here. The principle is
good enough-to devote the proceeds of
land sales to reduction of the public debt.
The Colonial Treasurer credited me with
the idea of appropriating portion of the
proceeds of the sale of Great Southern
Railway lands to the purposes of develop-
went. I certainly wish something had
been done in that direction, though I do
not know whether the settlers in the
Great Southern district would have been
satisfied with the results of a strict
adhesion to hie principle suggested. There
is no doubt that more money from greneral
revenue has been spent in the develop-
ment of that district than would have
been available if only the proceeds from
sales of Great Southern lands had been
devoted. to the purpose. Therefore, it
really appears to mue that the course pro-
posed by the motion is not one that
ought to be taken. If a move in. any
direction such as that suggested is to he
taken, let it be one to reduce the debt of
the country. That, in my opinion, would
be the best course. Perhaps on con-
sideration the member for Toodyay may
take the same view of the mnatter; or an
amendment to that effect might be
moved. 1, myself, am not prepared to
move an amendment. I know, of course,
the effect of the system of expenditure
alluded to: the money which has been
derived from land sales has gone into the
general revenue and has been spent in
other directions. I think we should only
achieve a repetition of the same thing by
keeping separate accounts.

MR. 3. MW. HOPKINS (Boulder): I
consderthesuggestion of the leader of

teOpsition a very good one. To my
mind it is much better to apply the pro-
ceeds of land sales, as they accumulate,
to the reduction of the national debt than
to expend them in questionable methods
of improvement and development of the
public estate. " Improving and develop-
ing the public estate " is a very good
phrase: but it is hard to see wvhat it may
not encompass. There is one thing only
that it does not appear to encompass,
and that is to explain accurately and
definitely its own meaning. There is
just one thing in connection with this
to which I should like to draw the atten-
tion of the House, and it is this. When

Zand SaW:
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a person is prepared to settle on 160 acres
of land in a coastal distriot, and live
upon it for a period of years, he gets his
title to that land; and so it is wiith
squatters, where they get their title to
thousands of acres, and probably they
find those titles very useful.

Mn. W. J. GeonaE: Squatters have
leaseholds.

Mn. HOPKINS: Many very large
estates in Western Australia are freehold.
I am not alluding now to any particular
squatter, neither am I referring to Kim-
berley or that part of the country ; but
the fact remains that freehold titles have
been granted to many of these people,
and freehold titles have been granted by
the Landsa Department to the agricultural
settlers throughout this country at the
present time. If it be a good thing to
grant the fee simple to one man, it must
be good to grant it to another. We find
the late Government, and in fact the
existing Government, granting a deed to
a person for 160 acres of land on the
coast if he will 'live on it; and then when
people enter into possession of a piece of
land B3ft. x IO5ft. on the goldfieldls, and
live on it for a number of years, they are
refused the same consideration. I would
not take so much exception to that.
When I was before my constituents I
said that in the event of any new town
being thrown open upon the goldfields, or
any other part of the country, I would
be favourable to a. quarter of the entire
estate beoing handed over as a permanent
endowment, the local government after-
wards constituted having control of that
particular territory, and by that means
we should be enjoying that endowment in
a wanner which would enable people to
reduce the local rating. As to the
other three-quarters, I would not sell an
inch of it. for the three-quarters should
be retained by the Government and let
out on the leasing system. Whiat I take
exception to is that any Government
should he allowed in one town to dis-
criminate so that a person on one side
of the road shall have a grant and
another on the other side shall not. I
like to see a fair and square deal to every
one.

MR. A. 3. Drn-YoNn: am sorry to
interrupt the hon. member, but I rise to
a point of order. Is he discussing the
question before the House?

THE SPEAKER: No. I should have
called the hon. member to order myself.

MR. HOPKINS: I shall endeavour to
confine myself to the matter before the
House, but the subject had been referred
to by other persons, and that is why I
alluded to it. I thought the member for
the Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) would
move an amendment; but as he has not
done so, I move:-

That the words after " the," in line 2, be
struck out, and " reduction of the public debt"
inserted in lien.
The motion will then read : "That,
in the opinion of this House, the
Government should keep a separate
account of land sales, and devote the
proceeds theref rom to the reduction of the
public debt." What I take exception to
in connection with the other proposition
is that it has not been the rule fur the
agricultural section of Western Australia.
to rate themselves for local governmient
purposes. People living in municipali-
ties have been compelled to rate them-
salves for local government purposes, and
throughout the width and breadth of
other countries the same applies, more
particularly in Victoria, where the whole
of the agriculturists have to pay taxses
for such a purpose. If you refer to the
Statistical 'Register you will find that
there are about 85 roads boards, and only
about five of them strike a. rate.

A MEmBEoR: More than that.
MR. HOPKINS: I will take the

authority of the Minister for Works,
who says that 85 strikea rate; sothereare
50 bodies known as roads boards in this
State who do not strike a rate. If I and
others are called upon to pay a, tax for
local government purposes, such tax
should be enforced throughout the
length and breadth of the community.
I do not want to pay a tax and see others
go free. I do not think it will be wise to
allow any more funds to be voted for
annal expenditure on making new roads
and building bridges in country districts
where people have not been taxed, and
where they are not taxing themselves at
the present time for the purpose of local
government.

Mn. W. D. JOHNSON (Kalgoorlie):
I second the amendment.

MR. W. 3. GEORGE (Murray) : I
think the member who introduced the
original motion has practically the sup-

how lo apply Revenue.[ASSEMBLY.]
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port of the bulk of the members of the
House; but, at the same time, I am of
opinon that the proper course to adopt
wIlb to support the amendment of

the member for Boulder (Mr. J. MI.
Hopkins). At any rate, I shall be
inclined to support it until 1I hear argu-
ments which may cause me to alter my
opinion. I look upon it as a step,

prhaps only a alight step, in a road
which may be long or may be short,

but which leads to the absolute pos-
session or repossession of the land
of the State by the Government of
the day.. It may be that this will
not come into force before hundreds
of years have passed, but as I say the
amendment is perhaps one of the first
steps in connection with that. I do not
know whether I ever shall, but I should
like to see somebody sitting on the Tr-ea-
sury benches with a sufficient grasp of a
great question of this sort to promulgate
a scheme by which the Government could,
even with the enhanced values of to-day,
resume this estate of the people and keep
it for the benefit of generations yet
unborn. I know this is perhaps Utopian,
but I believe it will be brought about.
As long as I sit in this House I shall
certainly support a. forward movement in
that direction, even if the distance be but
the sixteenth part of an inch on the road
that will lead to the consummation of
that desire. I am one of those who
regret that when the new Britain was
started in Australasia, people did not
profit by the feelings of many of the
advanced thinkers of Great Britain and
adopt a system of leasing out the public
estate rather than parting with it; anid I
believe that had that been done the Com-
monwealth to-day would have been in a
far better position, and there would have
been less chance of pauperism or poverty.
However, I suppose we have hardly met
here to-night to discuss a scheme for the
nationa~lisation of land. We are here to
discuss a motion which is practically
carried into effect at the present time.
What are the proceeds from the sale of
land? I believe that last year they were
something like £100,000, and that if
members were to take the trouble to
examine the Estimates of last year they
would find that, as far as the ipoement
and development of the publicestate are
concerned, that is the giving of facilities

to the different portions of the country,
more than that large sum has .already
been spent. Considerably more has been
spent, and is spent every year. How the
Colonial Treasuirer will be able, if this
motion passes in its amended form, to
apply the proceeds of the sales to the
reduction of the public debt, I do not
know, unless4 it is proposed that he shall
go to the London market, or wherever the
bonds of this country are held, and buy
bonds when they can be purchased at a
very low price. Perhaps the scheme
may be carried out in that way; but, at
the same time, itis a very broad question.
It is a question which, if members gave
thought to it, might be debatedl here
for weeks beore they would arrive at
a proper conclusion as to what would be
the best in the interests of the country.
We know it has been mentioned by thie
Colonial Treasurer (Mr. F. Illingworth)
and the member for Toodyay (Mr. T. F.
Quinlan), but especially the Colonial
Treasurer, that if a, man held a certain
portion of land and sold a part of it,
using the proceeds for the purpose of
improving the remaining portion, he
would be really richer than before, because
he would have a smaller area to look
after, and the smaller area would be of
much more value. I think that argu-
menat might be used in regard to the
matter we have before us. So far as I
can see at the present time, I shall sup-
port the amendment proposed by the
member for Boulder (Mr. J. MI. Hopkins).
I do not think the motion is going to do
any particlar immediate good, but I
think it would be a small step on the
track which I hope will be finished some
day.

MR. C. HARPER (Beverley):- As I
moved in this matter a good many years
ago, I may be allowed to say a few
words 6n it. I have not looked up the
debate, but, if I recollect correctly, the
motion I moved was exactly in the same
terms as that proposed by the member
for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins), that the pro-
ceeds of land sales be recognised as capital
ansi placed against our loans. That on
the face of it seems very sound, but it
does not amount to very much when you
come to consider what Parliament is likely
to do. Parliament will do then just what
it does now with regard to its sinking
fund. It will say, " We have borrowed
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so much and we have so much to credit
of our sinking fund, so our liability on
the total debt is reducible by that
amount." If the capital realised by the
sale of land. were used to pay off our
public debt, Parliament would say, "Well,
we can borrow some more."

Mn.. HorNs: That is what we usually
do.

Mn. HARPER: There is no doubt
about that, because after all we will
borrow as much as we can obtain; and
therefore the direct result of the motion
of the bon. member, as far as I can see,
would be simply keeping the account in
a different manner from that which
obtais at present. I am strongly in
favour, of the principle, because I think
good will result:. not that it would pay
off our debt any sooner than the dlebt
would be paid off otherwise, but we would
be able pierhaps to distribute the proceeds
in. a. juster manner than that which exists
at present. Still, after all, it comes back
to this, that Parliament will decide where
the money shall be spent. There is no
reason to suppose that if you did keep
the amounts in a. separate account, Par-
Elment would give them back to each of
those districts which provided them. Par-
liament would be guided hy the principle
of the hour, or the demand of the hour,
and it appears to me the result would not
be very different from what it is at
present. However, I think it would do
good to try the system, and I intend to
support the motion of the member for
Toodyay (Mr. T. F. Quinlan), but I an)
not inclined to support the amendment
of the member for Boulder (Mr. Hopkins).
I think that where money is received from
land it should go as nearly as possible
back to that centre for the development
of the land in the way of communication,
and whatever might be considered most
likely to benefit the land and to increase
the value of the remaining land. Iwould
like to say one word in regard to a
question raised by several members,
especially by the member for Subiaco
(Mr. Daglish), as to the policy of not
selling the land at all . I think that is
just a fanciful idea, which you generally
find developed in towns, and, so far, the
world does not seem to have taken the
advice of persons in towns who agitate
in this direction. The theory appears
on the face of it to have very good pro-

miss, hut there are several considerations
to be taken into account. One is that if
you want to fix men on the land, you
must give them the full benefit of the
sentiment of ownership. There is no
doubt abcout that. Hona. members who
do not own land may not realise this;
but I know that a man who owns a
piece of land will work it, not eight,
but 16 hours a day; whereas if he is
only a tenant of the land, no one can
expect a tenant to improve another man's
property.

91.DAGLISHR: This would be improving
it for the State.

Mn. HARPER: He does not care for
the State: he cares for his family.

MR. DAGLISK: That is theory.
MR. HARPER:- I know the theory in

regard to unearned increment. It is over-
looked that the State, in parting with the
land, never parts with the power to tax
the land; therefore the State can put an
embargo on the land at any time. Con-
sequently, I say the land remains under
the State for the purposes of taxation.
There is one little incident in history of
which I am often reminded when land is
under discussion, and it is that in some
ancient time the Government of one of
the islands of Greece decided that the
land should belong to the people, and
should be divided up amongst them, each
to have an equal share, the land thereby
becoming the freehold property of each
individual, in equal proportion. It looked
very good in theory. The result was
that the land was divided up, and each
individual got his share; but when each
had got his share, they began to sy
"Why should we not make it our own r

And they considered amongst themselves
that they had only to pass a law, declar-
ing that the land belonged to those who
held it, and each one would own it abso-
lutely.

TanR COLONIAL TREASURES: Joseph
worked it out in Egypt.

Mn. HARPER:- Where is Egypt now ?
Just the same, I contend, would probably
be the ultimate result if we withheld the
land from alienation; and in process of
time, after people settled on it they would
get a strong voice, and when some demo-
cratic or ultra-conservative party was
created, it would urge that if the people
would put-that party into power, each man
would get a title to the land he held.
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Sooner or later, the party which promised
this to the people would be put in power,
and that would be the end of the theory.
Although there is much to recommend
the theory contained in the motion, and I
should like to see it tried, yet I think the
effect would be that time must prove
there is a fallacy in it.

Ma. .R. HASTIE (Kanowna) : I wish
to make a. few remarks on the amend-
mnent, and hope the House will pass it in
preference to the motion, mainly because
it emphasises the principle that we should
not part with the capital estate of this
country, hut if we cannot altogether
retain the laud we should at any rate

payoff our debts by proceeds from the
lad. Thie hon. member who has just
spoken (Mr. Harper) has pointed out
that when people make homes on the
land, the great bulk of them have a strong
desire to own that land. That is true all
over the world. I have never held any-
thing, even temporarily, but I felt a
desire to hold it altogether. Anything
we g&et hold of we wish to retain. (General
laughter.) On the goldfields of this
country we practically consented, some
years ago, that residence areas should be
allowed to the mnining population, on the
system of paying anx annual rent. That
system obtained nearly all over the gold-
fields; but nearly every section of the
community who got hold of land in this
way wanted to have it converted into a
freehold. Not that alease was not as good
and as serviceable in the way they had
it as a freehold would be, but they pointed
out that in various other parts of the
country the people had freeholds, and
that all should be treated alike. I do not
think this House, or the Government,
will be agreeable to give those people, in
perpetuity, all that they wish for. How-
ever, I desire particularly to speak on a
matter which the member for Beverley
(Mr. Harper) mentioned, that to induce
people to settle on the land you muset give
them that land to hold as their own. I do
Dot believe it. In several places T know,
where people have paid only an annual
rent, they remained on, the land and
worked it as hard as people would work
land who held it in perpetuity.

Mn. DOHERTY: They work it out.
Mx. HASTIE:- The system of selling

the freehold of lad does give to the
Government of the day aL great deal more

money to play with than they would have
if they received only a rental from land
retained in the possession of the State;
and that is the principal reason for selling
the land. I would do all I could to
prevent the alienation of Crown land, but
it is not in my power to stop that. I
trust the House will. see that money which
is got by alienation of the public estate
shall be credited to the State.

Mn. T. F. QUINLAN (in reply): I
wish to make only one or two remarks on
what has been said, firstly in respect to
my friend the member for the Wiffiamns
(Hon. F. H. Piemse), in regard to his
suggestion, which has been followed up
and reiterated in the amendment by the
all-too-ready member for Boulder. I
contend that the amendment has not had
that thought bestowed on it which is
requisite to make it workable. Before I
gave notice of this motion, I considered
full well all sides of the question, and
especially in reference to the sinking fund
and applying the money received from
Crown lands in paying off the public
debt. And hence my reason for wording
the motion so that, broadly speaking, the
principle should be established, and that
it should not tie the hands of the Gov-
ernment to one direct channel. Isuggest
that the money raised from the land
should be devoted either through the
chann~el Of the Agricultural Bank or
towards payment of our loans by the
sinking fund. That is preferable to the
amendment, because it leaves the Gov-
ernment to choose, according to circum-
stances, as to the method to be adopted.
It would be unfair to tie down the
Government by saying they should devote
the money raised from land to one special
purpose only ; for the reason that the
sinking fund would not be bearing the
samne rate of interest, and I think that is
a. -very good argument. Another reason
is that by applying the money to the

improvement of the public estate, we
should be improving that estate; and
this system would also be better for the
mortgagees who have lent money to this
country. We should only have parted
with the money: that is, instead of own-
ing the amnount in land we should be
owning it in cash. This is my-argument
in respect to the Agricultural Bank. We
have for this purpose taken money from
the Savings Bank, which really belongs
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to every depositor, anad the money may
be called up at any moment. We
know what happened when tihe recon-
struction of several banks took place
during a crisis a few years ago, and
this may happen to the State Savings
Bank at any time. in the case of a
private individual or firm, those who
know anything about finance and are
generally successful in regard to it are
careful to watch that they do not go
headlong into debt. They know what
income they have to reckon on to meet
their expenditure; and if they are parting
with their capital as we have been doing in
the past by selling the public laud, the
end must come soonier or later. But if
we devote the proceeds from the land
towards improving it, then let it be, as
the Colonial Treasurer wisely suggested,
invested in railways; let us make use of
proceeds from the land for the purpose of
improving the land, thereby improving
the public estate, and improving the
security to those who have lent money to
the State. If we devote this money to
the sinking fund only, it means that the
proceeds of the land, no matter what they
amount to, must go to that special pur-
pose, no matter what revenue may be
derived from customs or licenses or other
sources. Jt would be unfair to say that one
particular source should contribute it all,
or that the others should merely contribute
the balance to make good any deficiency.
I trust it will be left to the good sense of
hon. members to carry the motion in its
original form, for Ilam not endeavouring
to tie the hands of the Government. If
the motion be carried, hon. members will
be trusting the Government to devote the
funds to proper objects, and not be de-
manding that they shall be expended in
one particular channel. If the Govern-
ment seek to raise or increase the revenue,
I will now suggest a. means of raising
revenue which is available at the present
time in this State and which has never
yet been made use of.

THE COLONIAL TREASURER: Let us
hear it.

MR. QUINLAN: I refer to the taxa,-
tion of companies such as Mcllwraith,
McEachearn, & Co., and the Australian
Trading Company, which while paying
large dividends in the other States do
not contribute anything whatever towards
the large expenditure which this State

has incurred for their benefit at Fwe-
mantle. The matter has been suggested
to me by one of the best financial
authorities here. I do not want to take
the credit of being the author of the
suggestion; but I give it to the Rouse
and to the Government. I repeat, it was
made by one of the best finiancial authori-
ties here.

Mn. HOPKINS:- On a point of order-
SEVERAL MEMnERS: Oh!
Ma. HoPKiNs: Well, I have been

called. to order on previous occasions.
[SeveralI interj ectious .]
Mu. Mows En: Sit down!
MR. HOPKINS8: I wish to know whether

the hon. member is in order in referring
in his reply to the shipping industry, and
the restrictions which he desires to have
imposed on it P

THE SPEAK-BE: I do not think that
has anything to do with the motion.

MR. QUIN LAN: The hon. member
well represents the district he is known
by, for he is getting "Boulder " every
day and every night. T think he had a,
lesson when we first opened the discus-
sion:- I venture to say he will not
interject when I am speaking in future.
I merely mentioned this proposed taxation
as applicable to the case in point, which
was one of revenue. I am glad that I
did mention it here to-night, and I
hope the Colonial Treasurer will see that
these people bear their fair share of
taxation.

THE COLONIAL TR.EASURER: Un-
fortunately, they are already bearing
it.

A MEMBER:- Fortunately, you mean.
MR. QUINLAN: I am pointing out

a source of revenue. I am drawing the
attention of the Colonial Treasurer to a
source of revenue from which he may
derive £50,000 or £100,000 per annum
which is now going into pockets outside
the State-pockets which do not con-
tribute anything whatever to its revenue.
I have nothing to add except that I hope
the terms of the motion do not bind the
Government to expenditure in any par-
ticular channel. I trust the House will
Support the motion.

Amendment (Mr. Hopkins's) put and
negatived.

Qulestion put and passed.
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PAPERS - FREMANTLE OLD CUSTOM-
HOUSE, A TRANSFER.

MR. 0. HARPER (Beverley) moved:
That all the papers be laid upon the table

of this House in connection with the proposed
transfer to the Fremantle Trades and Labour
Council of the premises known as the Old
Custom Howse, Fremantle.
It hail come accidentally to his knowledge
some mouths ago that the Fremantle
Trades and Labour Council had been
promised the grant of a piece of land
which, he was informed, was worth
£4,000 or X5,000. As it was probable
that if a piece of land of that value were
given to one Trades and Labour Council,
all other such councils now existing and
to exist would consider themselves entitled
to a similar grant, be thought it desirable
that the House should he put in posses-
sion of the reasons for this grant.

Question put and passed.

RETURN-RAILWAY, BEVERLEY-
ALBANY SERVICE.

HON. F. H. PIESSE (Williams)
moved:

That instructions be given by the Commis-sioner of Railways that a record be kept Of
the number of passengers who travel by the
through train between Beverley and Albany
on Tueday night, and the train Albany and
Beverley on Wednesday night. Such record
to state the class of each ticket issued, and
the station to and from which such passenger
travels, and the amount of fare received. A
return to be prepared of each record for the
month of September of this year, and laid
upon the table of the House.

He desired to draw- the attention of the
Government to the fact that his wish to
have this return kept, sprang from the
change recently made in the running of
the ti-sins betw een Beverley and Albany.
He did not object to improvements in the
train service: in fact, he was only too
nxious to help his Albany friends as

well as those people who live along tbe
Great Southern Railway. Such a change
as this, however, should not be made
without consulting those who were cer-
tainly interested in it. In the present
instance a service which had been in
existence for something like eight or nine
years bad been discontinued without
reasonable notice. The custom had been
for a train to leave Perth on Saturday
afternoon, reaching Albany on Sunday
morning; and to start from Albany on

Sunday night, reaching Perth on Mon-
day. For this train the department had
substituted one leaving Perth on Tuesday
afternoon, arriving at Albany on Wed-
nesday morning, and starting oin the
return trip from Albany on Wednesday
afternoon, arriving in Perth on Thursday
morning. Although the people of Albany
ought to be considered, still the fact
remained that they numbered only 3,000.
while the population along the Great
Southern Railway was 6,000. If a train
was required to take people, say, from
Broomue Hill into Albany and back again
-and this seemed to be the desire of the
Albanians rather more perhaps than the
direct service-then a local or market train
should be provided. The matter should
certainly have received the attention of
the Minister before the alteration was
made. Some very strong representations
must have been made by this Albany
people to bring about a change of this
sort. Those who should have been con-
sulted in regard to the change had not been
consulted; and that was why be asked
for the return to be prepared. He thought
this return would prove that the number
of people travelling by the Tuesday ser-
vice was very much less than the number
who had travelled by the Saturday service,
which latter, he thought, was decidedly

Imore beneficial. That was one of the
reasons why some record should be kept,
because if the number of persons making
use of the service did not justify its con-
tinuance the old service should be returned
to.

MR. 3. GARDINER (Albany): The
train was altered from Saturday night to
Tuesday in consequence of a deputation
which waited on the Commissioner of
Railways. The inference was, one sup-
posed, that he (Mr. Gardiner) formed
the deputation, but such was not the
case. The deputation was thoroughly
representative. He did not say which
train was most convenient for the dis-
trict, but that he wanted a train service
which would best serve the whole district.
The deputation laid before the Commis-
sioner that the Saturday train was prac-
tically of no benefit to the Albany
residents. The residents along the line
wishing to do business at Albany who
came in by the Saturday night train had
to stay on the Sunday. With the train
leaving on Tuesday night, a man was
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able to go down to Albany, arriving there
at eight o'clock on Wednesday morning,
and he could transact his business and
get back again on Wednesday night. If
there was any desire to assist every port
to have a geographical train, it was not
an unwise thing for the Albany people to
ask for this change, in the interests of the
business people of Albany. If an injus-
tice was done to another district, he (Mr.
Gardiner) did not want to see it con-
tinued. So far as the Saturday night
train was concerned, that would be a
convenience to members of Parliament,
but he was not going to consider then.
A member of the l-ate Ad ministration
should be the last to cavil at, the expense
or inconvenience of this, seeing it should
be the desire of any Government to give
the best possible service to enable people
to have the full benefit of that line which
was purchased at such an enormous cost
to the State.

TH, 'PREMIER said he had. no objec-
tion to the motion.

HON. R. If. PIESSE (in reply): There
was no objection in this mnatter. In
fact he was only too anxious to see the
people of Albany well served, but he
knew more about the district arid the
people who travelled along that rail way
than did the hon. member (Mr. Gard iuer) .
The people the hon. member spoke of as
going into Albany were not likely to get
on the train in the middle of the night,
whereas they could go by day train and
do their business in the same way as they
always did. He assumed the object of
the change was to enable people in
Albany to receive their until a little sooner
than by the ordinary train. If it was
done for the purpose of bringing people
in as the bon. member had said, he did
not object to that. But if such were the
case, let there be a local train to take
people in, and let there be a market
train as in other places. But why incon-
venienee a large -number of people travel-
ling from this end of the country
with tbe object of reaching places so
distant as Wagin, Broomehill, and Katan-
fling? He did not complain so much of
the change as of the Short notice given,
there being only eight or ten days' notice
of a change of service altering the

rnigof a train which had been run-
ning for something like eight years.
There were about 6,000 people to be

served along the Great Southern line, as
compared with 3,000 people at Albany.
He did not say anything to the detriment
of the Albany people, and was glad to
serve them, hut the change should not
have been miade without obtaining farther
information as to the effect it would have
on the people of the district.

Mr. GARDINER: It was not an
alteration of time, but only a question of
alteration of day. The same service
ran as hitherto, but tbe day was changed
from Saturday to Tuesday.

Question put and passed.

RETURN-RAILWAY PASSES (FREE),
PARTICULARS.

On motion by Mr. H. D AG0L TSH
(Suhiaco), ordered:- That a return be
laid upon the table of the House.
showing-i, the names of all persons,
other than officers and employees of
the Railway Department. to whom free
railway passes were granted during
the last financial year. z, the term for
which each pass remained in force. 3, the
lines over which the holder was entitled
to travel. 4, the privileges, if any, such
as sleeping berths, reserved carriages, etc.,
which the pass conceded. 5, the reason
for which each pass was granted to the
recipient.

ADJOURNMENT.
REMA.RKS ON BUSINESS.

THE PREMIER (Hon. G. Leake):- I
intimated. to the House yesterday that I
should ask members to adjourn out of
respect to the memory of the late Presi-
dent of the United States, as the funeral
of the deceased gentleman is to take place
to-morrow; that out of -respect to his
memory we did not intend to sit. I there-
fore move that the House at its rising do
adjourn until Tuesday next.

Mn. R. JFIASTIE (Kanowna): I wish
to move an amendment to that motion.
My amendment is that the word "Friday"
be substituted for "Tuesday." I take itwe
are all agreed in this House that we
ought to show our sympathy-

TuxE SPEAKER: The hon. member can-
not debate a motion for the adjournment
of the House.

Mn. HfASTIE:. It is only to substitute
one day for another. I wish to move
that we meet on Friday, or, if more con-
venient to members, on Monday.

Remarks on Business.
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Trig PREMIER: I am enitirely in the
hands of the House.

MR. HASTIE : We have a very large
amount of business. The week before
last we sat on only two days, and it is
necessary for us to make up this work
and not pass a. mnotion that will be taken
to mean and will really mean that we
give ourselves a holidaty. We are willing
to adjourn over Thursday, but on the
understandiug that we get to work on
Friday; therefore I propose that we
meet on Friday.

THE: SPEAKER: I have pointed out
that no discussion can take place on a
motion for adjournment. You can vote
against it.

THE PREMIER: This motion is not
for the adjournment of the House, but
that the House at its rising do adjourn
until Tuesday.

THEs SPEAKER: That is a motion
for adjournment.

THE PREMIER: Cannot the House
alter the day, if they think fit, from
Tuesday to Friday?

MR. F. CoNoxI Make it Monday.
THE PREMIER: Tuesday. If I might,

I would suggest to the hon. member
that in order to test the feeling of the
House, he should oppose this motion,
with the idea that, if Tuesday be not
carried, he will propose another day.

TEE SPEAKER: This is what I suggested,
that he should vote against the present
motion.

THE PREMIER: If the hon. nmember
desires to substitute another day for
Tuesday, he should vote "1no."

Question -that the House at its rising
do adjourn until Tuesday - put and
passed.

The House adjourned at eight minutes
to 11 o'clock, until the next Tues-
day.

Legiztatibt Council,
Tuesday, 24th September, 1901.

Papers presented-Mfail Steamers, To=a Freniantie-Lesion: Meazies-Leonora Rali wa, Cost asid
eneof Section-flams (public), Cost, etc.-

Question:t Tramway or Railway near Coolgnrdie-3 n~estfon: Railway Revenue, Firewood-Question:
onowatioss 11111, Copis distribued (how)-Ques-

tic,, Risle Club Ammunition, Import Duty-
2nestion; Condos,, Sentence and Relemse-Retssru:

fare under Forme J-Motinn: Rilway Be-
freret Ronnie, to Provide-Sales of Land by

Nortgagees AnendmentBiil, firstreading-Motion.
Gaol Reguin.M to Amnend-Motion: Univorsity.
to Establish (Amendment passed) - Permanent
Reserves Amendmnt Bill, second reading, in Coca-
mittce, reported-land Drainage Act Ameundment
Bil, second reading, in Committee, reported-
Pr.w Fishing Act Repeal Bill, second reading, in
Committee, reported-Roads, ad Streets Closure,
Bill, second reading-Probate and Administration
Amendmnt 11111, second reading-flog Act Amend-
mnt Bill, withdrawal-Pawnbrokers Bill, second
reaig-Contractors and Workmen's Lien Bill,
second reading, postponement - Presbyterian
Church of Australia, Bill, second reading (ad-
Journed)-Remsxks on flasiness-Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4-30 o'clock, pm.

PRAYERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the MINISTER FOR LANDS: I, Be

proposed extension of Kurrawang Rail-
way; 2, Reports of Royal Commission on
Railways and Customs Departments.

Ordered to lie on the table.

QUESTIO N-MAIL STEAMERS. TUGS
AT FREMANTLE.

HoN. R. S. HAYNES asked the
Minister for Lands: i. If the Govern-
ment agreed to provide, free of charge,
tugs for the Orient and P. and 0. mail
steamers at FremantleO 2, If the term
*aSS not for the first twelve months onlyP
3, The term having, expired, do the
companies now pay for the tugs? If
not, what reason exists for non-payment?

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
0. Sommers) replied: I, The Government
ordered the Chief Harbour Master to
provide tugs for the Orient and P. and
0. mail steamers free of charge, tem-
porarily. 2, No time was stipulated.
3, The Companies do not pay for the
tugs.

QUESTION - MENZIES-LEONORtA RA IL-
WAY, COST AND REVENUE.

Hos. J. T. GLOWEY asked the
Minister for Lands: i, The estimated
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